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LIFE MEMBERSHIPS. 


A letter to the corresponding se- 
cretary now lies upon our table, which 
contained the sum of thirty dollars, 
with a request that the pastor of a 
congregation to which the writer be- 
longs might be made a life member 
of this union. There is something 
exceedingly interesting in the affec- 
tionate feeling which it manifests 
towards this good man, whom we 
know to be worthy of his people’s 
tenderest respect; and we intended 
to have given the communication to 
our readers in the last number of this 
magazine. On reflection, however, 
the subject appeared to deserve more 
extensive consideration than we could 
have at that time afforded. It was 
postponed to the present month; and 
the result has been the following ob- 
servations; to which we would invite 
the deliberate and conscientious con- 
sideration of all who desire to aid in 
advancing the kingdom of our Re- 
deemer. 

There is not a doubt, that every 
settled clergyman in the United 


States might, without any considera- 
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ble exertion, be made a life member 


of the American Sunday School 
Union. Indeed, if an organized ef- 


fort were instituted for that purpose, 
there could be no difficulty in form- 
ing for each a similar connexion with 
all our national societies. That those 
who should aid in the accomplish- 
ment of such an object, would actu- 
ally receive an equivalent for their 
pecuniary contribution, a “good and 
valuable consideration;” will, we 
think, abundantly appear from such 
reflections, as it is our purpose in 
this article to suggest. Our remarks 
will have an especial reference to the 
institution in whose service this pub- 
lication is enlisted; but with slight va- 
riations, they might, for the most 
part, be applied with equal proprie- 
ty to the rest. 

1, One of the most sacred and en- 
dearing connexions that society ex- 
hibits, is that which unites a christian 
minister to the people of his charge. 
These relations are founded upon 
consanguinity, or social interest. This 
one is built on the foundation of the 
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prophets and apostles; and with it, 
recollections the most solemn and 
tender are invariably associated. 
The clergyman, when his eye 
wanders over his assembled congre- 
gation, will see some whom he has 
snatched as brands from the eternal 
burning; and on whom he has been 
the instrument of conferring benefits, 
which the arithmetic of eternity only 
can compute. He will see many 
more who have resisted his entrea- 
ties, and set at naught his counsel; 
but over whom his most affectionate 


some will mect his view, whose 


christian converse constitutes the || understanding, the affections of his 


| heart, and all the energies of his 
mind enjoys; while their prayers, | 
and their cheering co-operation, | reservedly expended. But, next to 
give vigour to his exertions; and add | 


But there | 


most delightful relaxation which his 


perseverance to his zeal. 


is not one within the range of his | 
ministry, for whom he does not en- | 


tertain feelings of characteristic and 
most peculiar regard. 


that his humble walk with God may 
allure them to salvation. He endea- 
vours to lead them all into those 
green pastures, the freshness of 
whose verdure shall never be per- 
mitted to decay; and along the mar- 
gin of those streams in which the wa- 
ters of immortality are flowing. When 
he sees any of them straying in the 
devious path of folly, or stumbling 
over the dark mountains of error, he 
tries every method to bring them 
safely back; and his heart’s desire 
and prayer for them all is, that they 
may be made members of the happy 
flock of that good shepherd, whose 
rod, and whose staff shall comfort and 
guard them through the morning or 





He desires to | 
go in and out before them in holi- | 
ness, sincerity and circumspection; | 





| forgotten. 
'the ministry, that a favourable im- 
pression has been made upon the 
| community in which he dwells; and 
and they proclaim to the church 








the meridian of their days; and when 
their evening at length arrives, shal! 
gather them into his fold of peace. 
Parental affection is a feeling, it is 
said, which none but parents can un- 
derstand; and the attachment of such 
a pastor, to such a people, can only 
be appreciated by those who sustain 
the relations out of which it grows. 
It is one which “the world knoweth 
not of.” It has its distinctive joys; 
and sorrows that are peculiar to it- 
self. The latter are frequently oc 


| casioned by the thoughtless indiffe- 
anxieties are still expanded. And | 


rence, or cold neglect of those in 
whose service the resources of his 


practical exertion, are daily and un. 


that holy joy in which the inhabi- 
tants of heaven participate, when a 
soul is converted unto God, the pur- 
est happiness which a faithful minis- 
ter gathers from his people is asso- 
ciated with those varied tributes of 
affection and respect, which their 
feelings sometimes prompt them to 
bestow. These assure him that his 
toils and sacrifices are not entirely 
They tell his brethren in 


abroad, that there are those of his 


/own parish who bear liberal testi- 


mony to his faithfulness, diligence 
and worth. Surely the privilege of 
awarding under such circumstances, 
such a tribute of esteem is most rich- 
ly worth the pittance which each in- 
dividual would be called upon to 


' contribute. 


2. The congregation which con- 
stitutes its pastor a life member of 
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the American Sunday School Union, | 
does something more, however, than | 
render an appropriate tribute to one | 


whom they respect. There is anoth- 
er advantage gained. It is one which 


will be found pervasive as the influ- | 


ence of the pastor, and permanent as 
that connexion which binds him to 
the people of his charge. 

Every life member of this Union, 
receives its reports and periodical 
publications. These will spread out 
before him a fresh and living his- 
tory of all that is done for sabbath 
school instruction throughout the 
world. The progress of education 
in every portion of our country; in 
South America, in Europe, Africa 
and Asia, and the islands of the sea; 


will be faithfully and periodically tra- 1 
| congregation which must be especi- 


| 


ally benefited by the plan which we 


ced for his perusal. As he looks upon 
the illuminated pictures which these 
messengers of intelligence regularly 
bring up to his view, he shall rejoice 
in the spread of light and knowledge; 
his heart shall glow with holier gra- 
titude to God, and more expanded 
charity towards the whole family of 
man. And if he be a minister, the 
information which he thus receives 
will not be buried in his own bosom. 
It will be dispensed to the communi- 
ty in which he lives. It will breathe 
its animating influence upon his 
prayers; it will be seen in his inter- 
course with those around him; it 
will be heard in social conversation ; 
it will mingle with the daily and 
weekly ministrations of the sanctu- 
ary; and its animating power will be 
felt by all who are brought within 
the reach of his exertions. Often will 
the humble child of God as he is seat- 
ed in the sanctuary, be gladdened by 
what he hears of the advancement of 
the gospel ; and the enlightened pa- 


' 


' 
' 
| 


on 


triot must always receive pleasure 
from such tidings, when he reflects, 
that with christianity, civilization and 
social happiness also, are extending. 

The individual who aids in con- 
necting his minister with this great 
national institution, will probably re- 
ceive a sufficient indemnity for his 
contribution, information 
which may thus be mingled with the 


by the 


religious services of a single ycar. 
Who would not give a dollar a year 


| for intelligence of this great charity 


as it extends throughout the world? 
But a life membership will secure to 


| the congregation this advantage per- 
| haps for many years; as long as the 
'| pastor on whom it is conferred shall 


| be continued in their service. 


3. There is one portion of every 


° 
| are endeavouring torecommend. We 
! 


mean the young. A clergyman, by 
perusing the publications of this so- 


| 
j 
| ciety, cannot fail to be deeply im- 


pressed with the importance of juve- 
nile instruction. He ascertains what 
his brethren are doing for this cause. 
He perceives that throughout all 


| christendom an effort is making to 


advance it. He sees what has been 





done by others, and feels that more 
ought to be accomplished by himself. 











He learns that children are suscepti- 
ble of religious impressions at a much 
earlier age, perhaps, than he had 
supposed. He realizes more fully 
that they are immortal beings; and 
his solicitude is awakened for their 
spiritual welfare. A sense of deep 
responsibility respecting them, comes 
over his mind. And he will proba- 
| bly appreciate in a way which he 
| never did before, that test of chris- 
‘tian discipleship which our Saviour 
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has given us in the command so beau- 
tifully illustrative of his condescen- 
sion and his tenderness,—“ feed my 
lambs.”” Many a young immortal 
will share in the blessings of this 
charge; and happy, thrice happy is 
that congregation, to whose pastor 
such an impulse has been communi- 
cated. 


4. If there have been sunday schools 
already established amongst his peo- 
ple, he will become deeply interest- 
ed in their success ; for surely if any 
thing can produce this feeling, it will 
be the intelligence which he thus re- 
ceives. He will often visit them. He 
will often address them; children 
and teachers. Acquiring as he must 
an acquaintance with the best me- 
thods of teaching, he will frequent- 
ly converse on such improvements 
in the system, as shall be suggested 
from different parts of the world ; 
and aided by his experience and in- 
fluence, the friends of religious in- 
struction will be enabled to adopt 
those which may be suited to the 
situation of their community. Sun- 
day schools never can flourish as 
they ought, in any congregation, un- 
til the clergyman becomes thus ac- 
tively alive to their importance. 


Let it not, however, be supposed, 
that this benefit is secured by the 
mere circumstance of his being a 
clergyman. He has other duties to per- 
form ; other claims press upon his at- 
tention; and amidst the multiplicity 
of occupations that are more strictly 
ministerial, he may be in danger of 
neglecting a mode of doing good, 
which at first view, might not appear 
to come within his especial province 
as a preacher of the gospel. 


Would the system of 


sunday | 


| 








schools have been so recent in its 
origin, and so tardy in its advance, if 
ministers were necessarily and ex 
officio alive to their importance? It 
is a melancholy, and disheartening 
fact, that hundreds of clergymen 
throughout our land, are still asleep 
to the value of this enterprize. We 
know not a better method of awaken. 
ing them from this wretched torpor, 
than the one which we are at this 
moment attempting to press upon 
the notice of all who read this Maga 
zine. Let them be made life mem- 
bers. This will bring forward a con 
stant succession of intelligence, by 
which they cannot but be warmed 
into exertion. 

5. If there should be no sabbath 
school within the limits of any pas 
toral charge, (and how many are in 
this desolate situation)—let two or 
three individuals who are interested 
in the improvement of the rising ge-. 
neration, take up a subscription for 
the purpose which we are now pro- 
posing. ‘The unavoidable, although 
spontaneous result, must soon appear, 
in the establishment of these blessed 
institutions; which winnow know- 
ledge throughout the land ; and shed 
a moral influence like the dews of 
heaven around all the habitations of 
man. 

6. The advantages which accrue to 
the community at large from such 
causes as those which we have 
endeavoured to describe, cannot be 
easily computed. All _ persons, 
whether they are interested in the 
progress of religion or not, will fee! 
them. Every member of society is 
personally concerned in the dissemi- 
nation of intelligence ; and is render- 
ed more secure by the restraints of 
morality upon those around them. 
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Sabbath schools are not in these 
respects, however, confined to the di- 
rect {instruction which they impart. 
Some suppose that their collateral 
influence is still more extensive and 
important. It elevates the tone of 
domestic education. The exercises 
of the sabbath, make children more 
greedy of knowledge. They show 
parents how easily it may be commu- 
nicated; and at what an early age. 
The incessant questioning from those 
who are taught, to those whose privi- 
lege and natural province it is to in- 
struct, will invariably elicit much in- 
formation, which would otherwise 
never have been received. 

7. The depositories of well selected 
juvenile literature also, which sabbath 
schools are locating throughout our 
country, must become so many foun- 
tains, from which streams shall issue 
to fertilize society. Wherever these 
little rivulets of knowledge are now 
found, we may trace their course by 
the freshness and flowery verdure of 
their banks ; and the fragrance with 
which they fill the air around them. 

The advantages which we have ex- 
hibited, are perhaps limited to the 
respective congregations whose pas- 
tors may be brought into connexion 
with this society : and they appear to 
us to demonstrate, that those who aid 
in the formation of such a connexion, 
do receive, individually and collec- 
tively, much more than an indemni- 
ty, for the contributions which they 
bestow. 

8. There are considerations, how- 
ever, of a more disinterested, and per- 
haps on that account, more elevated 
description. They relate to the ad- 
vancement of sabbath schools in ge- 
neral. fall our clergy were made 
life members of this Union, the sys- 


tem, as it now exists, would be made 
more extensively known; and the 
materials upon which it may hereaf- 
ter operate, would be gradually pre- 
paring for its impressions. There 
are not a few, it may be, who have 
never heard of this great national as- 
sociation ; or who knowing it by name 
only, could form no idea of the pro- 
gress which it has made. They 
might be warmed into efficient sym- 
pathy, by contemplating such a scene 
of extensive, harmonious, and or- 
ganized exertions, as it every where 
presents. 

There is reason to believe that 
many an excellent minister of the 
gospel could be found throughout 
this country, living in retirement; 
enjoying but little ministerial inter- 
course with his brethren; and enter- 
taining for his own neighbourhood 
perhaps a love like that which a ve- 
getable might be supposed to feel 
for the spot on which it grows ; who 
if he were connected with the church 
at large, by a catenation of periodical 
intelligence, would catch something 
of the spirit of his age ; and become 
more adventurous in his efforts for 
the benefit of those around him. 
The religious publications of the day 
may in this respect be compared to 
electrical conductors, They have a 
tendency to equalize the excitement 
which prevails. Portions of the 
church which are torpid and inactive, 
will be occasionally aroused by a sa- 
lutary flash from those that are ina 
state of more glowing animation ;—a 
flash bright and irresistible; that 


heaven. 
9. If the general dissemination of the 
society’s publications, among such 








men as are likely to be made life- 


shall convey to them—the fires of 





tite. ae is emp 
= 











































Kr enatane lle ae ar 


b etd 
Wig? Is Rac Lmageryee vot pammes a 
Eg ne a ee eS eee. 
os 1 age gigs 7 a» 2 * 





102 


Life Memberships. 


April, 





—— 





members, would extend a knowledge 
of sunday schools as they now exist ; 
it would also be the means of produc- 
ing many improvements in them. 
What new and important additions to 
the science of juvenile instruction, 
might we not expect if all the clergy 
in America, were deeply and united- 
ly engaged in it. 

10,We conclude this article, already 
much more extended than we could 
have wished, with one additional con- 
sideration. And if some of our readers 
should have fancied that they can dis- 
cover in any of the foregoing, ex- 
pectations that are intangible, and 
unlikely to be realized; they will 
give this at least the credit of being 
entirely reasonable ; since it is suscep- 
tible of being reduced to arithmetical 
calculation. Indeed, if we were all 
as much under the influence of the 
slate and pencil, when we are com. 
puting the interests of religion and 
our country, as when counting up our 
private gains and losses; that which 
can now be so readily exhibited on 
paper, would very soon be decided 
by the highest species of argument— 
ocular demonstration. But, alas for 
the spirit of filthy lucre! this is not 
the case ; and not likely to be, until 
the millennial influences of a future 
age shall exert their power upon the 
earth. But we pass on to our calcu- 
lation. It may be briefly stated—let 
our readers examine it for themselves; 
and as this is done, let each one pro- 
pose this solemn question to his own 
heart. What can J do, what am J 
bound to do, in order to bring about 
this desirable consummation? We 
hope that every individual who looks 
over these remarks, will rise up from 
their perusal, with the resolution 
formed, that Ars efforts at least shall 








not be wanting to accomplish an ob- 
ject of such extensive value. Much 
of our christian energy is lost for want 
of concentrated effort. Here is an 
object in which all the friends of sun- 
day schools may unite with conscien- 
tious harmony. 

If one thousand clergymen are 
constituted life members of this great 
national institution, at $30 each, they 
will pour into its treasury thirty thou- 
sand dollars. ‘Two thousand will pro- 
duce sixty, and three not less than 
ninety thousand dollars. There are at 
least three thousand ministers in the 
United States,—nay, we think five— 
through whom this species of contri- 
bution might be drawn, without any 
very great difficulty. If a single in- 
dividual in any congregation can be 
induced to say it shall be done ; and if 
he act out this resolution by appro- 
priate exertions, it can there be easi- 
ly accomplished. What people could 
decline such an application if it 
were urged upon them with dili- 
gence and ardour? Let the advan- 
tages to the congregation, to the 
community around, to the cause of 
sunday schools in general, (which we 
have feebly endeavoured to detail) 
be succinctly and intelligibly stated ; 
and in connexion with these the very 
moderate amount required. Few in- 
deed of any class would, under such 
circumstances, be able or willing to 
withhold their mite. If thirty indi- 
viduals will contribute a dollar, or 
sixty, half that sum, it is sufficient. 
Should the application be a general 
one, and the congregation contains 
600 people, five cents a piece will an- 
swer the purpose. Ifa single collec- 
tion is taken up in the church, the 
amount will, in the majority of cases, 
more than suffice. 
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The more we think of it, the more 
we are persuaded that one person 
in each parish would be able to ac- 
complish this noble work. And if 
ever there was a time to do it with 
advantage, the present is that time. 

We leave the subject with our 
brethren who are interested in this 
cause throughout the land. We leave 
it with the managers of the different 
Unions that are auxiliary to the Ame- 
rican; with the superintendents ; 
with the teachers; aye, with all who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ—in sin- 
cerity and truth. Let a train of sys- 
tematic operations be commenced, 
and a regular correspondence open- 
ed, amongst the different sunday 
school societies in this country. Let 
a harmonious and universal effort be 
made at once; and the time cannot 
be far distant, when every pastor in 
the United States shall be a life 
member of the American Sunday 
School Union. 





REWARD TICKETS, 


Mr. Eprror.—I submit to you the 
following items of experience, think- 
ing they may be of some service to 
those whose minds are awake to this 
subject. I am encouraged to do this 
by some remarks in the Magazine, at- 
tached to the communication of a 
** Looker-on.”” 

lL have been actively engaged in sab- 
bath school instruction during the last 
eight years. In the providence of 
God I have been called to reside in dif- 
ferent places, and have been a teach- 
er in eight different schools, over 
four of which I acted as superintend- 
ent. In all of these places, I availed 
myself of the experience of different 
teachers, in order to ascertain the 
best systems of instruction. For six 
years [ pursued the old system of re- 
warding with tickets of a definite value 
for a certain number of verses recit- 
ed. These tickets were redeemed 











afterwards with juvenile books or 
Testaments. During the two last 
years, I have pursued the improved 
system of limted and uniform les- 
sons, described in the Sunday School 
Magazine for November, 1826. 

I have required the scholars to 
come tothe school with their lessons 
committed to memory ; and after the 
teachers have spent about an hour in 
explaining the force and object of the 
texts, the school is called to order, 
and simple questions on the lesson 
are put to the different classes,— 
Sometimes I ask intricate questions, 
and if none answer readily, give an 
answer myself, in such a manner that 
all may understand. 

While pursuing the old system, 1 
always witnessed much uneasiness 
among the scholars; an uneasiness 
which often grew into a dislike of 
the school, and sometimes a desertion 
of it. Iam confident it is owing to 
this, that so many find it almost tm- 
possible to keep their schools open 
during the winter, 

On the improved system, I have 
universally found much less uneasi- 
ness among the scholars, and less wea- 
riness with the teachers, and greater 
punctuality among both. The teach- 
ers soon acquire the habit of convers- 
ing freely with the class, asking them 
plain and simple questions, and teach- 
ing them to ask questions also on 
words which they cannot understand. 
The scholars become deeply interest- 
ed in the lessons, and often show an 
astonishing quickness in apprehend- 
ing the meaning and force of the sa- 
cred word. The teachers are more 
faithful in giving instruction. One 
reason is, they have an opportunity of 
studying the lesson thoroughly them- 
selves. Another reason is, they are 
not subjected to the irksome task of 
hearing one scholar rehearse a large 
number of verses, while the others of 
his class are at play, or wriggling on 
their seats; but he can teach the 
whole class at once all being on the 
same lesson. Another a reason 
(though not a very commendable one) 
is, every teacher is ashamed and mor- 
tified to have his class fail of answer- 
ing the questions of the superintend- 
ent from sabbath to sabbath. 

While the questions are put, and 
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illustrations = by anecdotes and 
reference to 


superintendent, and every ear open 


to catch the words as they fall from | 
Often the interest excited | 


his lips. 
is so deep, that the children go home 


and repeat to their friends and com- | 


panions the precious instruction they 


the school. 


ing school during the winter sea- 
son. The number is usually but ve- 


ry little diminished, and the schoolal- | 
Children, as | 


ways more interesting. 
well as men, find cold weather more 
favourable for study than the relax- 
ing heat of summer. 


The great and principal benefit of | 
the improved system, is, the children | 
are made to comprehend the mean- | 


ing of the word of God, and thus it is 
made to them something more than 
a dead letter. If any doubt the truth, 
that a little well understood is better 


than much barely committed to mem- | 


ory, let them look at 1 Corinthians 
14:19. 


Perhaps some will be ready to say, | 
this is the experience only of a single | 
individual, and proves but little in fa- | 


vour of the system. In answer I will 


only remark, there are now more | 


than thirty superintendents, in the 


circle of my own immediate acquaint- |, 
ance, who have rejected the reward | 


tickets and adopted the new system ; 
every one of whom has witnessed si- 
milarly encouraging results. Among 
more than two hundred teachers be- 
longing to these schools, I have ne- 
ver met with one who was not pleas- 
ed with the change. In every place 


where I have witnessed this change | 


in the system of instruction, the super- 
intendents and teachers have become 


much more ardent in their exertions | 


and prayers, and the children more 
attached to the school and to their 
teachers; and, what is very encourag- 
ing, a much deeper interest has been 


manifested by parents and guardians | 
. With his surviving widow, he left two 
fire has been kindled, exhibiting a | 
steady and increasing flame, which | 
we trust will continue to burn bright- |: 


for the success of the schools. <A 


_ superintendent 
_ form their duty with suitable zeal and 
| fidelity, they will scarcely feel the 
have received. Thus parents become | | 
interested, and visit and encourage | 
On this plan I have | 
found but little difficulty in maintain- | account of the good success of the re 


_ ward system in the school before al- 


_ Magazine. 





n | er and brighter, until it is absorbed 
amiliar occurrences, you | 


may often see every eye fixed on the | 


in the latter day glory. 
A library of suitable books should 


_ be attached to every school, and smal! 


toy books may be given, occasionally, 
to the smallest children; but if the 
and teachers per- 


need of any kind of rewards. 
I presume the second communica- 
tion of a ** Looker-on” will give an 


luded to. I have no doubt the Lord 


_has owned and blessed many a sab. 


bath school conducted on that system 


'Itis good; but, from thorough expe- 


riment, I am fully convinced the new 
system is much Jéetter; and I trust a 
few years will witness still greater 
improvements.in this most important 
instrument of building up the Re- 
deemer’s kindom. 

A SUPERINTENDENT. 


THE TWINS, 


The following beautiful narrative 
has been “‘ going the rounds” of the 


_ hewspapers; purporting to have been 


copied from the London Evangelical! 
The article is from an 


_ American pen which has furnished 


several of our religious periodicals 
with some of their most interesting 


| columns; and was originally publish- 
ed in the ‘* Christian Herald,” for 
_ which it was expressly written. 


A few years since, a man and his 
wife arrived in the town of M , as 
permanent residents. They were 
young, lately married, and their pros- 


_ pects for futurity were bright and 


cheering. ‘They purchased a farm in 


M , which was then a new coun- 
 try,—and had happily spent two or 


three years in this situation, when, 
by a mysterious providence the young 
man was called from this world.— 


lovely twin infants to deplore a loss 
which time could not retrieve. The 
widow sought comfort in vain from 
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the limited circle of her acquaintance. 
There was no minister of the gospel 
in that region to direct her to the 
great source of comfort, nor was 
there a pious friend who could direct 
her trembling footsteps to the cross 
of Jesus. But she went to her Bible, 
and by the assistance of the Spirit of 
truth, found that consolation, which 
a selfish world can neither bestow 
nor taste. She mourned indeed a 
husband who was no more, but she 
was cheered by the hope that God 
would protect her and her’s. She 
wept over her innocent babes, and 
resolved that while she lived, they 
would never need a mother’s care. 
As they grew up, she endeavoured to 
teach them the first principles of re- 
ligion, but they received only her in- 
structions. One week after another 
rolled away—one sabbath after an- 
other dawned upon the wilderness, 
but they brought none of their privi- 
leges. The wilderness had never 
echoed with the sound of the church- 
going bell. The solitary places had 
never been gladdened by the sound 
of the footsteps of him who proclaims 
“ glad tidings of great joy.” The 
feeling mother clasped her little boys 
to her aching bosom, and sighed and 
wept for the opportunity of tak- 
ing them by the hand and leading 
them up to the courts of God. In the 
days of her childhood she had pos- 
sessed great advantages, and she 
mourned that her babes could only 
receive instruction from her lips.— 
Alas! no missionary came to instruct 
—to cheer—and to gladden the bo- 
som of her who for years, had never 
heard the whispers of love from the 
servants of her Saviour. When the 
little boys were five years old, and 
before they were old enough to be 
sensible of their loss, a consumption 
had fastened upon their tender pa- 
rent, and she was soon encircled in 
the cold hands of death. She steadi- 
ly watched the certain issue of her 
disease, and even inher last moments 
commended her children to him who 
is a “Father to the fatherless.” A 
few moments before she expired, she 


tenderly kissed her little boys, who 


unconsciously wept on feeling the 
last grasp of the clay cold hand of 
their mother. “It is hard,” said she 
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to a neighbour who was present, “ it 
is hard for a mother to leave two such 
helpless babes without friends, and 
without any one to protect them, but 
I leave them in the hands of God, 
and I do believe he will protect them, 
and my last prayer shall be for my 
poor destitute orphans.” After the 
death of their mother, they were re- 
ceived into the house of a neighbour. 
In less than a year one of them was 
stretched beside his mother beneath 
the sods. About this time a pious 
lady arrived in the place. She too 
was an orphan, but was not comfort- 
less. [It was her first inquiry how 
she could do good to the poor villagers 
around her. During a solitary walk 
one afternoon, she met the other 
little boy straggling about the road. 
He was a beautiful flaxen-headed boy, 
though exceedingly ragged. The 
young lady was struck with his ap- 
pearance, an entered into conversa- 
tion with him. ‘* What is your name, 
my little boy?’ said she, gently. 
‘* James.” “Where do you live?’ 
“With widow , Just in the edge 
of the wood, in that little log house ; 
can’t you see it?” ‘I see it; but is 
widow your mother’” “No, I 
had a mother and she loved me. She 
used to take care of me and my bro- 
ther John. She gave us clothes, and 
taught us our little prayers and cate- 
chism. Oh! she was a good mother.” 
** But where is your mother?” said 
the lady, soothingly. ‘*Oh! madam, 
she is dead; do you see the grave- 
yard yonder?” “ Yes”’—*‘and the 
great maple tree which stands in the 
corner of it.” **Yes, I see it.” * Well, 
my poor mother was buried under 
that tree, and my brother John lies 
there too. They were both buried 
up in the ground, though my mo- 
ther’s grave was the deepest, I shall 
never see them again, never, never, 
as long as Llive, Will you go with 
me and see the graves?’ continued 
he, looking at the lady with earnest- 
ness and simplicity. The short ac- 
count which the little boy gave of 
himself, awakened the best feelin 

of the young lady, and she had been 
devising some plan to do him good. 
For the present she declined visiting 
the grave, but continued to converse 
with him and gain his confidence.— 
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She found him very ignorant, having 
never been to school; and the in- 
structions of a pious mother, having 
never been repeated or enforced by 
example, were nearly forgotten. A 
sabbath school had never been es- 
tablished in the place, and whether 
it was practicable to establish one 
was doubtful—but she was determin- 
ed to make the experiment. Accord- 
ingly she visited every little cottage 
in the village, and urged that the 
children might the next Lord’s day 
be assembled, and a school formed. 
A proposal of this kind was new and 
unpopular. All the old women in the 
place entered their protest against 
such innovations, For the first three 
sabbaths the young lady had no 
scholars but her little James. But 
she knew that however faint may be 
our prospects of doing good at the 
commencement, we should not be 
discouraged. The first blow we strike 
may produce but little effect. The 
lady was sorry she had so few schol. 
ars, but she bent all her efforts to the 
instruction of the little boy. But in 


afew weeks, the prejudices of the 


people began to wear away, and be- 
fore the summer closed, this school 
embraced every child whose age 
would allow it to attend. It was the 
second summer after the establishment 
of this school, and after little James 
had been well acquainted with his 
Testament and his catechism, that 
his health begarto fail. This good 
young lady beheld his gradual decay 
with anxiety, visited him often, and 
always wept at parting with a pu- 
pilso dear. She used often to walk 
out with him, and to cheer him with 
her conversation. One pleasant af- 
ternoon she led him out by the hand, 
and at his request visited the spot 
where lay his mother and little bro- 
ther. Their graves were both cov- 
ered with grass, and on the smaller 
grave some beautiful flowerets. It 
was in the cool of a serene summer’s 
day, as they sat by the grave in si- 
lence; neither of them able to speak. 
The lady gazed at the pale counte- 
nance of the lovely boy, upon whose 
system a lingering disease was prey- 
ing, While he looked at her with an 
eye that seemed to say, “I have not 
long to enjoy your society.” Without 


——— _- 


saying a word he cut a small stick, 
and measured the exact length of his 
little brother’s grave, and again seat 
_ed himself by the lady. She appear 
-ed sad, while he calmly addressed 
her. You see, my dear Miss S 
that this little grave is shorter than 
mine will be.” She pressed his lit 
tle white hand within her own, and 
he continued——“ you know not how 
much I love you—how much I am 
obliged to you. Before you taugh 
me, | knew nothing of death—noth 
| ing about heaven, or God, or angels. 
i was a very wicked boy till you met 
‘me. I love you much, very much, 
'but I would say something else.”— 
'“ And what would you say,” inquir 
ed the lady, trying to compose he: 
feelings. ‘* Do you think I shall ever 
get well?” © Indeed I hope you will, 
but why ask that question?” “Be 
cause 1 feel I shall not live long—t! 
| believe I shall soon die—I shall then 
| be laid beside my poor mother—she 
will then have her two twins, one on 
| each side of her. But do not cry, Miss 
S , Iam not afraid to die. You 
told me, and the Testament tells me, 
that Christ will suffer little children to 
come unto him, and though I know |! 
am a very sinful little boy, yet [think I 
shall be happy, for I love this Saviour 
who can save such a wicked boy as |! 
am. And I sometimes think I shal! 
soon meet mother and little brother 
in happiness. I know you will come 
too, wont you? Whenlam dead | 
wish you to tell the sabbath scholars 
how much I loved them all—tell 
them they must all die, and may die 
young, and tell them to come and 
measure the grave of little James; 
and then prepare to die.” The young 
lady wept, and could not answer him 
at thattime. But she was enabled to 
converse with him several times af 
terwards, on the grounds of his hope, 
and was satisfied that this little lamb 
was indeed of the fold of Jesus. She 
was sitting at his bed side, and with 
her own trembling hand, closed his 
lovely eyes as they shut in the slum- 
ber of death. He fell asleep with a 
smile—without a struggle. The lady 
was the only sincere mourner who 
followed the remains of the child to 
the grave, and while she shed many 











tears on the sods which covered his 
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lovely form, she could not but re- 
joice in the belief, that God had 
permitted her to be the feeble instru- 
ment of preparing an immortal spirit 
for a Mansion in the skies, 





CLARKSVILLE, ( Tenn.) 

12th Jan. 1827. 
1 am indeed, but little acquainted | 
with the views and feelings of socie- | 
ties or individuals, on the subject of 
sunday schools, in the state of Ten- | 
nessee. I only know that in this sec- | 
tion of country, they are almost en- 
tirely unknown, and not one to my 
knowledge has ever been established | 
within fifty miles of this place, on the 
principles of the sunday school union. | 
Bible classes have not been unfre- | 
quent in the several small societies, | 
where preaching is occasionally en- | 
joyed, nor is there any insuperable 
obstacle to the establishment of sun- 
day school societies; at least wher- 
ever there are religious people e- | 
nough residing in any particular | 
place, to form them and keep them | 
up. 
"Particular information with regard 

to the general plan, and the present 
posture of sunday schools throughout 
our country, is the great thing need- 
ed just here at present. We shall 
probably form our centre or general 
society at Nashville, and it is thought 
by all with whom I have conversed 
on the subject, that there had better 
be two such societies in the state— 
one for West and another for East | 
Tennessee. ‘They are so divided by 
natural boundaries, or rather barriers, | 
as to render it difficult, perhaps im- | 
practicable, to include both. This, 
however, will depend on the decision 

of your board. 
Secy’s Correspondence. 








DWIGHT, (ARKANSAS.) 
The following extract is part of a 


report just received from the “Dwight 
Mission Sunday School,” established 
among the Cherokees, in Arkansas. 
It contains 35 male, and 32 female 


pupils; and is under the control of 8 
teachers. 





The report encloses their replies 


toa series of interrogatories proposed ' 





by the Secretary of this Union. To 


' two of these we would direct the at- 
| tention of our readers. 


Q. “ Is there any probability of the 
school or society being increased? 
By what means, and to what num- 
ber?” 


1. ** The school will probably be 
increased when christians give more 
largely of their abundance, and more 
labourers are sent to this ignorant 
people.” 

Q. “ Have you Libraries attached to 
your schools? If you have, how ma- 
ny volumes ?” 

A. **No Library at present. We do 
not feel authorized to appropriate the 
funds of the Mission to the purchase 
of a library. Should our christian 
friends and helpers be disposed to 
contribute for this object, we should 
thankfully acknowledge the favour.” 

REPORT. 

The state of the school at present 
is thought quite encouraging. The 
progress of the pupils is gratifying ; 
their conduct generally good, and 
some indications of seriousness are 
exhibited. We hope the time is not 
distant when we shall be enabled to 
report many instances of piety among 
the pupils. At present, our mode of 
rewards is the distribution of tickets, 
to be redeemed with books, Of these 
last, our supply is nearly exhausted, 
and we shall soon forward a request 
for more. Had we a library, our 
mode of rewards would be to grant 
the privilege of the library to the 
meritorious, and debar the undeserv- 


| ing. 


We are located in a dark place of 
the earth, which is yet full of the ha- 
bitations of cruelty. The only light 
which shines is at Dwight. All a- 
round is gross darkness. Other 
schools, however, might be establish- 
ed in the nation, if the means and la- 
bourers could be furnished. We look 
upon no part of the moral machine 
in operation, to illuminate and purify 
the earth, with more interest and 
hope, than upon “ sunday schools ;” 
and we would devoutly join our pray- 
ers with yours, that the day may soon 
come, when the youth of all the world 
may be brought into these nurseries 
of piety and godliness.—Ié 
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HARTFORD, (CONN.) 
‘ebruary 24th, 1827. 


The three sunday schools connect- 
ed with the three congregational so- 
cieties here, and the African school 
have been continued through the 
winter successfully. The association 
of teachers made up from these se- 
veral schools, is now engaged ina 
course of preparation for establishing 
sunday schools throughout the coun- 
ty of Hartford, in the ensuing spring. 
Monthly collections are taken up at 
the concert for prayer, and the scho- 
lars and teachers are cheerfully cast- 
ing in their mites together, once a 
month at their respective schools. 

‘The system adopted by the West- 
ern Union, is here thought to be a 
good one, and adopted. A gentle- 
man of known piety, and zeal in this 
cause, at present connected with the 
seminary at Andover, has consented 
to take an agency for the purpose ; 
and assurances of further assistance 
in this department have been receiv- 
ed, of the most satisfactory kind. 

It is intended to have an agent or 
agents to go through the county and 
establish schools in destitute places ; 
and as far as possible, cause hbraries 
to be placed in them. 

Circulars have been distributed for 
eliciting information from every town, 
and many answers have been receiv- 
ed, which already exhibit a wide field 
for the labours of a zealous agent, 
and the distribution of your invalua- 
ble and truly useful publications. 

The above has been written hasti- 
ly, and will probably be new to you. 
As the prospect here has recently as- 
sumed a promising aspect, I hope it 
may give you and those with you, 
who really feel ardently attached to 
this cause, a sensation of pleasure, to 
hear of a light breaking out in this 
quarter.— 6. 


Remanks.—We were highly grati- 
fied, and we are sure our readers 
will be with the perusal of the above. 
It indicates a new and organized ef- 
fort by the friends of this great cause, 
in that section of Connecticut. May 
we not hope that an example so lau- 
dable at the capital of the state, will 








- oe 


be imitated throughout the surround. 
ing country. It is peculiarly import- 
ant that sabbath schools should be 
flourishing around our seats of go- 
vernment. They will thus attract le- 
gislative notice; and perhaps con- 
tribute to deepen the impression, 
which has been made on that class of 
our fellow citizens in favour of popu- 
lar education. 

We like much the appearance of 
system which marks these prepara- 
tory arrangements at Hartford. It is 
combination which gives to the indi- 
vidual the power of a whole commu- 
nity ; and method is to moral, what 
labour-saving machinery is to me- 
chanical exertion. It accomplishes 
incalculably more ; and saves a world 
of trouble. 


POULTNEY. 
Feb. 9, 1827. 
Dear Sin.—The following is a cor- 
rect report of the state of the Poult- 


ney Sunday School Union, for the 
year 1826, 


Schools. Teachers. 


8 34 


Scholars. Verses Learned. 


202 50,729 


Our exertions this vear have been 
more successful than they were the 
year previous, and from the new plan 
we have adopted to govern us in fu- 
ture, we anticipate still greater suc- 
cess from subsequent labours. It is 
impossible, we find, to keep our 
schools in operation during the win- 
ter season, on account of the remote 
situation of the children, and the dif- 
ficulty of passing from place to place 
while the roads are blocked up with 
snow, or filled with mud. To keep 
interest alive on the subject, we have 
formed a circulating library, to which 
the scholars may resort once a month 
to get a new supply of books. For 
the plan of our library, and for fur- 
ther information concerning the pro- 
gress of our operations, we send you 
a number of the Northern Spectator, 
containing a more detailed report of 
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the board of managers. To that, 
therefore, we refer you for informa- 
tion.— Jb. 





We present below some extracts | 
from this document. The establish- | 
ment of a circulating sunday school | 
library is an admirable expedient for | 
the country. We suspect the time | 
is not far distant, when this plan will | 
be very extensively adopted. It is 
pleasing sometimes to observe how | 
ingeniously christian benevolence 
will adapt itself to the circumstances 


upon which it has to act. 


REPORT. 


The operations of this union have 
gone on without interruption during 
the past season. A tolerable atten- 
tion has been given by many parents 
to the interesting object we have in 
view. Still, we think our past efforts 
have failed of creating such an inte- 
rest in sunday school instructions, 
among the people of this town, as 
their importance demands, and less 
than we hope to excite by future ex- 
ertion. The union is yet in its inci- 
pient state. We have had time to 
learn but little by actual experience. 


CHEERING RESULTS. 


It is pleasing to state, however, that 


we find the result of past attempts, | 


such as to justify future exertions. 
Two of our pupils have already be- 
come the hopeful subjects of regene- 
rating grace; one last year, aged 13, 
and another this, of the same age. 
And we trust the seed is sown in 
other infant minds, which will grow 
up, and bear the fruit of present obe- 
dience, and future felicity. It is a 
source of some regret that the nature 
and result of sunday school opera- 
tions in other parts of the world, are 
not more generally known and ap- 
preciated among us. Millions have 
already partaken of their salutary in- 
fluence. Many little children have 
died in the triumphs of that faith and 
those principles which they have re- 
ceived at sunday schools—and pro- 
fligate families have often been re- 

















formed by means of instructions com- 
municated to some of its puerile in- 
mates, in these institutions. And 
it is stated on good authority, that 
nearly all the missionaries now la- 
bouring in different parts of the Pa- 
gan world have been sunday school 
scholars. 


CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 


The managers have taken measures 
to establish a library for the bene- 
fit of the union; that the children may 
be rewarded by reading alternately 
all the books which may be purchas- 
ed. They have commenced with 
$13 worth of books, and mean to en- 
large it yearly by the contributions 
which may be made to the union. 
The following is a plan of the library, 
adopted at a meeting of the mana- 
gers held on the 13th inst. 

1. The Library shall be put in the 
case of a town Librarian, together 
with as many school Librarians as 
there are schools in connexion with 
the Union. The town Librarian shall 
be furnished with a book case, hay- 
ing as many apartments in it as there 
are sabbath schools in town, and num- 
bered according to the number of 
the districts in which those schools 
are located. 

2. The town Librarian shall take 
all the books belonging to the Union, 
and divide them into as many parcels 
as there are sabbath schools in the 
town. The parcels shall be equal to 
one another in number, as also in the 
value of the books, He will then put 
the parcels into apartment No. 1, 
No. 2, and so on to the last of the par- 
cels; first entering upon his records 
the numbers of the books he has put 
into each apartment. The town Li- 
brarian will then give the school Li- 
brarians free access to their apart- 
ments, viz. the Librarian of school 
No, 1, shall have the entire control 
of apartment No. 1; but the school 
Librarians are required to return into 
their respective apartments, at the 
expiration of every four months, the 
books belonging to the said apart- 
ments; and so often the town Libra- 
rian is to change or shift the books in 
such a manner that eaclr apartment 
may receive successively, the books 
in every apartment. 
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3. Each school Librarian shall fur- | and one females. The number o! 
nish himself a box to contain his par- | constant attendants was about one 
cel of the books, or that portion of || hundred and twenty. 
the town Library falling to hisschool. | During the past season, between 


4. He shall prepare himself a roll, | seven and eight thousand verses of 
on which shall be entered the names || 8Tpture have been recited. 
of all the children in his school ; and UNION FORMED. 
_— “an distributes y books, At a meeting of the inhabitants of 
shall p “1d hh ned — vg wore Marietta, held on the 14th of Novem. 
each child t noid pee —- : " h 5 || ber, 1826, a sunday school union was 
which that chi aI foes io Ne €M || formed, to be denominated “The Ma- 
the books are ogee Arcigge he rietta, Ohio, Sunday School Union,”’ 
out the number of every returned | auxiliary to the American Sunday 
book, : School Union; and a constitution 

5. Each school Librarian shall take adopted for the government of the 
such measures to distribute the books society, acopy of which is herewith 
among the children of his district as | enclosed. Since the establishment of 
he may find most convenient—and | a sunday school union at this place, a 
he shall require them to return the small library has been procured, and 
books to him once a week during | books circulated among the scholars 
that time in which the schools are in || who usually attend the school. This 
actual operation, and once a month |) library will be increased from time 
during that portion of the year in |} to time, and will, we trust, be of es- 
which they are discontinued. sential benefit to the children of this 

6. If any child shall lose a book, or vicinity . ; 
materially injure it, by tearing, blot- Besides the school at Marietta, two 
ting, or any other way, his or her |] or three other sunday schools have 
privilege of drawing at the next dis- been held within this county, (Wash- 
tribution of books shall be forfeited. || ington,) during the past year, and the 
Of this fact the school Librarians disposition to establish them appears 
shall inform the children upon each |! to be increasing. 
delivery of the books, ea at the 
same time, shall give them such oth- COMMON SCHOOLS IN ONTO. 
er directions as they may deem im- The establishment of common 
portant. schools has been hitherto much ne 


The Managers have adopted this || §lected in this state, from the diver- 
plan for the purpose of experiment, || ity of manners and habits existing 
rather than otherwise, and they wish |; 4mong a population, for the most part 
the Librarians to suggest such im- || duite scattering, and of a mixed cha- 
provements as their subsequent ex- || Tacter. About a year ago, the legis- 
perience may enable them to make. lature succeeded, after much opposi- 

ala A Ail e MiainD tion, in enacting a law providing for 

P. Cuurncu, Sec’y of the examination of teachers; and the 
Poultney, Nov. 15, 1826. raising of a small tax in each town- 
| ship, to be applied exclusively to 
their payment ; containing also some 
MARIETTA, (OHIO.) provisions slightly compulsory in 

For several years a sunday school | their operation. This measure has 
has been held in this town during the || experienced much opposition in 
summer season. In the year 1826, || some parts of the state, and nu- 
it was continued about six months, || merous petitions have been for- 
and conducted by twenty teachers, || warded to the legislature, praying 
eleven of whom were males, and nine || for its repeal. The legislature, how- 
females. ever, seem disposed to pursue a stea- 

‘The whole number of scholars on || dy course, and to try at least what will 
the catalogue was about two hundred || be the effect of the law before they 
and thirty-four, viz. one hundred and || consent to its repeal. It is hoped, 
thirty-three males, and one hundred |} and believed, that the operation of 
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this law, together with the appropria- 
tion of the proceeds of one thirty-sixth 
part of the land within the several 
townships for the support of schools, 
granted by congress exclusively for 
that object; will produce a gradual 
improvement in the character of 
common schools within this state. 
indeed, when we consider the great 
and unexampled increase in the po- 
pulation of Ohio, which now contains 
more than eight hundred thousand 
inhabitants, and is destined to hold an 
elevated rank among the component 
parts of the union, the importance of 
a general diffusion of knowledge 
among its citizens cannot be duly ap- 
preciated.— Jd. 





ELYRIA, (LORAIN CO, OHIO.) 
Jan. 29, 1827. 


1 fully appreciate, dear sir, the 
justness of your remark concerning 
sabbath schools in this state. It is 
pleasant to me to see that in some 
sections of it they are beginning to 
excite a considerable interest; and 
that in some places they are exerting 
a salutary influence on the rising ge- 
neration. I was myself a sabbath 
school teacher in Ohio, eight or nine 
years ago; and had under my care 
upward of sixty sabbath scholars at 
a time. When I now occasionally 
visit the town in which this school 
was taught, I see abiding evidence, 
that the Lord was pleased to make it 
useful. Indeed, evidence of the uti- 
lity of these institutions, and evidence 
of the magnitude and desirableness 
of the object of your society have 
been, and are still continually pre- 
sented to me every where.—Jd. 





THE INFANT EXHORTATION, AN ANEC- 
DOTE, 


A middle aged man, who has been 
for many years successfully engaged 
in a business which has taken him 
for months together to a distance 
from home, from christian society, 
and from all the means of grace, and 
whose habits and feelings were such 
and so fixed, that to all human ap- 
pearance, he was far, very far indeed, 
from the kingdom of God, has been 
deeply awakened and hopefully con- 
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| or quite done away, and the true God 


verted to holiness by the imstrumen- 
tality of his own daughter, a little 
girt about seven years old. One 
evening towards the close of the last 
year, she came in from school and 
seated herself beside her father. As 
she was later than usual, he inquired 


| where she had been. Her reply was, 
| IL have been in at one of our neigh- 


bours, where I have heard the father 
of the family pray. With the artless 
simplicity and affection of a little 
child, she then looked up into her 
father’s face, and, imprinting a kiss 


_ upon his lips, said, “father, why don’t 


999 


| love to hear prayers ; 
I pray every night for you and mo- 
ther, that we may be happy and love 
one another.” It was too much; the 
father was overcome, burst into tears, 
and hastened out of the room. These 
remarks from this child, says the 
writer of the letter, have effected 
what I thought never would have 
been accomplished, a complete 
change in the father. He determin- 
ed to commence the new year with 
family prayer, and to continue it 
while he lived. On the morning of 
the new year, he addressed his wife 
with tenderness, told her his resolu- 
tion, kneeled down in his chamber, 
and fervently poured out his suppli- 
cations at the throne of grace. He 
has since continued firm in his re- 
solves, and bids fair to become an or- 
nament to society, and a worthy mem- 
ber of the church, The pastor of 
one of the Presbyterian churches, has 
since called on him, at his own re- 
quest, for serious conversation, and 
he will soon make a public profession 
of religion—such is the narrative, and 
thus has God in this instance ordain- 
ed strength out of the mouth of a 
babe, Let every christian admire the 
grace of God, and take courage to 
pray and labour for the conversion of 
his impenitent friends. 

Visitor & Telegraph. 





HAWAII, 


The present state of this people is 
the most favourable that can be con- 
ceived, for the reception of christian- 
ity, and the arts of civilization, Their 
heathenish superstitions are nearly, 
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is acknowledged by themas their God, 
The desire of obtaining a knowledge 
of the character and attributes of Je- 
hovah, is every where manifested. 
Wherever the subject of religion is 
introduced, either in public or pri- 
vate, the utmost attention is paid to 
what is said, and no disposition to ca- 
vil or contradict is manifested. There 
are now on this island, upwards of 
eighty schools established, and in ac- 
tive operation; containing, at an ave- 
rage sixty scholars in each school; 
which, | believe, is less than the real 
number. More than 4,80U pupils, in 
the course of the present year, we 
may suppose, will be qualified to read 
inthe New ‘Testament with facility, 


in their own language.—Wherever | 
schools are established, the sabbath is | 
observed; all work is laid aside, to- | 
gether with every kind of diversion; | 
the people assemble for prayer, wher- | 
ever there is a teacher capable of | 


leading in that exercise; and for hear- 
ing such remarks as the teacher, or 
some other person present, is capable 
of making. Drunkenness is also sup- 
pressed by law, and a heavy fine im- 
posed upon the transgressor. In my 
whole tour of three hundred and fifty 
miles, performed in four weeks, I saw 
but one man intoxicated; whereas, 
two years since, it was a most com- 
mon thing to see whole villages giv- 
en up to intemperance.—Rev. A. 
Bishop. 


From a Young Physician in New York. 


Some time ago I gave some tracts 
to Jenny B » 2 pious coloured wo- 
man of this city, who could not read, 
requesting her to distribute them 
among such of her friends as she 
thought my 3 be benefited by them. 
A woman from Albany lately made 
hera visit, during which she said, 
that she had been asked by her son, a 
wild and thoughtless boy about fif- 
teen years of age, “to get for him a 
jacket and some pretty books.” Jen- 
ny immediately thought of the tracts, 
and handed her two to take to her 
son. One of these tracts has led to the 
hopeful conversion of this boy, who 
is now anxious to point his former 
companions to the truths contained in 
his tract; of which he hopes that he 











has felt the saving efficacy. An ex- 
ternal reformation alsoappears to have 
taken place among the other mem. 
bers of the family. 

This isa peculiarly interesting fact, 
as it shows that there are none so 
poor and ignorant, that they may not 
do something for the extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. The tract 
which led to this interesting result, 
was given to her friend by a woman 
who was very poor, and so ignorant 
that she could not read. Let not the 
poor, then “stand all the day idle,” 
while they have it in their power to 
distribute tracts, since they may here 
join with the rich in sending the gos- 
pel to every creature. And I would 
suggest to christians who are in the 
habit of distributing tracts, whether 
they might not enlarge the sphere of 
their usefulness, by placing small par- 
cels of tracts in the hands of the pi- 
ous poor, for distribution among their 
neighbours and acquaintances.— T'ract 
Marc. 


“THE END OF TIME,”’ 


The following circumstance occur- 
ed in the city of New York, under 
the immediate observation of the wri- 
ter. A lady, who shared in all the 
enjoyments which wealth and fash- 
ionable life can afford, but who ne- 
glected the “one thing needful,” 
and seldom or never attended a place 
of worship, had a pious servant. This 
poor girl commiserated the condition 
of her mistress, though surrounded 
with elegance and splendour, and one 
evening deposited on her dressing ta- 
ble the tract entitled, “‘ The End of 
Time.” The lover of pleasure retir- 
ed to array herself for the theatre— 
the tract arrested her attention—she 
read, and conviction visited her heart. 
She immediately renounced the gay 
world, and now consecrates her 
wealth, talents, and influence; to the 
cause of God. She has for several 
years devoted regular portions of her 
time to visiting the families of her 
district, and distributing tracts, and 
has often been heard to declare, that 
one day, thus spent, is productive of 
more true enjoyment, than a whole 
life of fashionable pleasure.—/é. 
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CHRISTIAN FAITHFULNESS. 


Not long since, while visiting the 
sick, in company with a christian 


brother, I received from him, in sub- | 


stance, the following account. Many 


years ago, while in an unconverted | 
state, he was returning from a jour- | 
ney to the west, and tarried at a pub- | 


lic house, where many intemperate 
and profane people were assembled. 
One old man, however, was there, 
who neither swore nor drank with 
them. When they retired to rest, it 
was his lot to sleep in the same room 
with this serious aged man, who soon 
commenced a conversation on reli- 
gion. The veteran of the cross as- 
certained that his young friend knew 
nothing by experience, concerning 
the love of God shed abroad in the 
heart. His pious observations made 
no sensible impression on the mind 
of the youth, who soon fell into a 
slumber. The morning came; they 
arose; and perhaps most christians 
would have thought any more re- 
ligious conversation with the care- 
less sinner would have been useless. 
Not so with this old gentleman. Be- 
fore his friend left the place, he took 
him by the hand and advised him to 
seek the salvation of his soul. He re- 
ceived his thanks for his advice, but 
still the youth was careless as ever. 
However, he had not travelled far, 
before the recollection of the admo- 
nitions he had received, was made 





the means of his awakening. He | 


thought of the affectionate solicitude 
of one who was a perfect stranger to 
him, and began to be anxious con- 
cerning his own state. 
way, he tarried a night at a tavern 
where frolicsome mirth was abun- 
dant; but it was a miserable place to 
him. At length he reached home, 
but with feelings far different from 
those he formerly had. Two months 
elapsed before he found him who 
was born at Bethlehem, and when he 
did find him, it was in a manger. 
While on his knees at prayer, the 
Saviour appeared in his behalf, and 
he was happy in God. What en- 
couragement is here to strive, at all 


times, to do good. ** Go thou and do 
likewise.” 


MM. Y. Christian Advocate. 


Vor. [IV.—P 


While on his | 














JUVENILE LITERATURE. 

Youth’s Friend, or Scholar’s Magazine. 

This little work has now been pub- 
lished about two years by the Ame- 
rican Sunday School Union, and ten 
thousand copies are issued monthly 
from the society’s press. In its style 
and language, it is adapted to the 
comprehension of youth, while the 
subjects are selected with a careful 
reference to the improvement of the 
minds and hearts of its readers, in 
knowledge and virtue. Each num- 
ber, in addition to its miscellaneous 
contents, is enriched with an article 
of natural history, from the pen of 
a gentleman to whom the sunday 
school cause is indebted for great and 
various services. As some of our 
readers may not have had an oppor- 
tunity of perusing this interesting lit- 
tle magazine, we have selected the 
two following articles, from the Feb- 
ruary number, as a specimen of its 
character; and we are persuaded that 
every friend to the advancement of 
the voung, in useful and religious 
knowledge, will rejoice in the grow- 
ing popularity of a publication so ad- 
mirably calculated to improve alike 
their understandings and their hearts. 


GOD EVERY WHERE, 


A part of the last summer I spent 
in a pleasant country village. While 
there, I lived in a family where reli- 
gion appeared in its sweetest form, 
and where its blessings fell as the 
dews of heaven upon every member 
of the family. A mother and two 
daughters, with two servants, com- 
posed the little circle. Their first 
morning duty was to join in prayer 
for the blessing of God on the events 
of the day, and their last at night was 
to thank him for his care. 

From the elder daughter I heard 
this story about her sister. 

This little creature was only four 
years old. She seemed always to be 
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more pleased with any little story 
from the Bible, than any thing you 
could offer her. One afternoon her 
mother was talking to her of God, of 
his being every where, and told her 
he was always near her, by night and 
by day. At night, her mother, as 
usual, having heard her prayers, kiss- 
ed her and bade her good night. The 
little girl seemed afraid to be left 
alone, but her mother, supposing it 
to be some childish fear, which would 
soon lose itself in sleep, went into the 
other room. The child still continued 
to cry, which was so uncommon, that 
her mother returned to reason with 
her. After some time, the little girl 
made known her fears. “ You know, 
mamma, you told me this afternoon, 
that God was every where and al- 
ways near me, and he must be in this 
room; but [am naughty, mother, and 











1 am afraid to have him here.” ‘* Do 
you not love to know,” said her mo 
ther, “that God is near you to take 
care of you?” *“ But I am naughty, 
mother, Iam naughty, and God does 
not love naughty girls.” “If you are 
sorry for your faults, my love,” said 
her mother, “and pray with your 
heart to God to forgive you, you have 
his promise that he will forgive all 
who call upon him in truth.” The 
little girl was silent a few moments, 
and seemed to be praying to herself, 
then smiling upon her mother, said, 
“You may leave me now, mother, I 
am not afraid, I am glad God is 
here,” and then seemed quite easy 
and happy. From that time she had 
no fear of being left alone with God, 
for she felt him to be a friend, who 
was present only to guard and bless 
her. 


OSTRICH, 


The Ostrich is a bird of great size, 
very strong, and having the finest 
and most beautiful feathers, black 
and white. Yet it is by no means a 
handsome bird, as it has very few 


feathers upon it, and a large part of | 








the body is quite naked. Ostriches 
live in the deserts of Arabia and Af- 
rica, feeding chiefly, upon vegeta- 
bles; leading a social and harmless 
life. They lay their eggs, as many 
as 40 or 50 at a season, which are 
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very large, being 4 or 35 inches in 


thickness, in the sand, where they are | 
often forgotten by the mother, or are | 
destroyed by the wild beasts. This 


animal devours leather, hair, grass, 
stones, oyster shells, lead, iron, or 
any thing that is given to it, and is 
always ready to eat. The size of this 
animal is very great, being from se- 
ven to eight feet high when the head 
is raised, and isstrong enough to car- 
ry a stout man on its back. It is 
classed among the unclean animals 
by Moses, and is in fact a very gree- 
dy and filthy bird. 

The Ostrich runs with great swift- 
ness, its legs being long, and as large 
as a young colt’s; its wings also serve 


as sails and oars to help him along. It | 
never tries to fly, for the feathers are | 


not like those of any other bird, they 
are not close and fast together like 
the feathers of a quill, but loose, and 
ali very soft and downy. It has on 
each wing two curious spurs which, 
it is said, are of use by bleeding the 
animal as the wings flap against its 
sides, when it runs, and becomes 
overheated ; for it is naturally very 
hot blooded, and might, but for this 
means of relief, be suffocated. The 
head is small, the neck very long, and 
being covered with very small feath- 
ers, you can observe any thing large 
that it swallows, passing in a winding 
way down tothe body. The eyes are 
bright, large, and round, with eye 
lashes, the thighs without feathers, 
the legs covered with scales, and the 


foot has two large toes; the inside | 


one, the largest, is about seven inches 
long, with a claw at the end with 


which it strikes a very severe blow. | 


It fights with its feet, and has been 
known to rip open the body of a man 
with a single blow. When roused it 
makes a grand appearance; the head 
is thrown up, the breast forward, and 
the wings stretched out and quiver- 
ing in a beautiful manner. When pur- 
sued, it leaves behind the swiftest 
Arabian horses, but in a hunt of five 
or six hours is worn out. The pic- 
ture shows him just starting on a race. 
The Ostrich is noted for its want of 
care to its young, and as a stupid 
creature, being very timid. I saw one 
some time since, which, when it was 
to be moved from one place to anoth- 














er, became so frightened that it could 
not walk, and had to be carried by 
two or three men, its weight being 
equal to a barrel of flour. 

This bird is often mentioned in the 
Bible. In Leviticus 16:10, and Deu- 
teronomy 14:15, where it is called the 
owl, and is forbidden as unclean. 
The same bird is noticed in Job 30:29, 
Isaiah 13:21 and 34:13, and 43:20, Je- 
remiah 50:59, as an inhabitant of the 
desert, under the name of the owl, 
which bird does not dwell in deserts as 
the Ostrich does. In Micah1:8, it is 
spoken of as a mourning bird. The 
Ostrich makes a very doleful moaning 
noise, which renders the desert still 
more dreadful to the traveller. La- 
mentations 4:3, the Ostrich is named 
us an instance of cruelty. It is not 
like most birds, anxious and careful 
of its young,—so the Lord reproach- 
es his people as hardened and cruel. 
A fine description is given in the 39th 
chapter of Job, 15th verse. “Gavest 
thou wings and feathers unto the Os- 
trich? which leaveth her eggs in the 
earth and warmest them in the dust, 
and forgettest that the fool may crush 
them, or that the wild beast may 
break them. She is hardened against 
her young ones as though they were 
not her’s: her labour is in vain with- 
out fear; because God hath deprived 
her of wisdom, neither hath he im- 
parted to her understanding. What 
time she lifteth up herself on high 
she scorneth the horse and his rider.” 





MARY GARHAD., 


Mary Garrad was admitted into the 
Independent Meeting Sunday School 
at Hadleigh, in Suffolk. When about 
eight years of age, she was a little 
girl of a very delicate constitution, 
which frequently detained her from 
school. During last summer she was 
permitted more regularly to attend ; 
her good conduct and serious atten- 
tion encouraged her teachers to hope 
that a work of grace was begun in her 
soul, nor were they disappointed. 
Early in the spring they were called 
to visit her in the chamber of afflic- 
tion; disease had rapidly reduced her 
tender frame, and threatened soon to 
remove her from time to eternity. 
She was perfectly sensible of her si- 
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tuation, and earnestly desired to de- 
part and to be with Christ, that she 
might be freed from sin, and made 
a, Hier views of herself as a sin- 
ner, and the way of salvation, were 
in perfect accordance with the word 
of God; her faith was strong; she 
knew in whom she had believed, and 
with a firm hope of an interest in his 
mediation, she anticipated that happy 
period when she should be presented 
faultless before the throne of God, 
with exceeding joy. On being asked 
what first led her to seek God, she 
replied, when very young her teach- 
er (whose spirit is now in glory) ex- 
horted her to pray for a new heart, 
to be made holy, and to be prepared 
for death ; her mind was also deeply 
impressed by an address in the school, 
while the awful situation of those to 
whom God would say depart was de- 
scribed. ‘This dear little girl during 
her affliction greatly increased in ac- 

uaintance with divine truths. From 
time to time her teachers who visited 
her were cheered by witnessing a 
growing meetness for heaven; she 
was patient and resigned, though a 
great sufferer; not a murmer was 
ever heard; the wakeful hours of the 
night were spent in earnest prayer. 
She embraced every opportunity of 
addressing those around her on the 
important trut!is of the gospel, and 
the necessity o: « holy life. Her at- 
tachment to the school was very great; 
she earnestly wished her school-fel- 
lows to be attentive to the instruc- 
tions they received, and to derive a 
lasting benefit therefrom. After a 
long conflict with the last enemy, on 
Sunday morning, July the 9th, 1826, 
the happy spirit of this interesting 
child winged its flight to that blessed 
home which she so much longed to 
join, to unite with her departed teach- 
ers in casting their crowns at the Re- 
deemer’s feet—ascribing praise to 
him who sitteth on the throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever. 


The teachers desire to feel humbled, 
thankful, and encouraged, that God 
has in much mercy thus condescend- 
ed to follow their feeble efforts with 
his blessing, and out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings to ordain praise. 


Teacher’s Magazine, Lond. 








SPIRIT AND MOVEMENTS OF THE AGE. 


The present is emphatically anage 
of religious inquiry and exertion. 
The public mind seems to have 
awakened from the long slumber 
which unhappily followed the excite- 
ment of the reformation. And doubt- 
less one of the most cheering signs 
of the times is that catholic spirit 
which pervades and animates the va- 
rious evangelical denominations. Mul- 
titudes of the christian world have 
made the important discovery, that 
many differences may consist with a 
substantial agreement,—that men’s 
heads may be very far apart in not a 
few things, whilst their hearts are 
warmed by the same feeling, and tend 
toward the same object: 

The first consequence of this dis- 
covery was the combination of the 
pious of different names, for the dis- 
tribution of the word of God, and this 
result, like every other product of 
christian charity, had a most salutary 
reaction upon the principle of its own 
origination. In the natural world, in- 
deed, the power of a moving cause 
is weakened by the impulse it com- 
municates ;—but not so in the moral. 
Christian charity drew together good 
men of various denominations, and 
joined them in the bonds of a bible 
society, and this same society has 
wondrously strengthened and en- 
larged the very charity to which it 
owed its rise. But the happy dis- 
covery that real christians think and 
feel alike, by whatever name they 
may be distinguished, soon spread its 
salutary influence still further. If 
they could unite in distributing the 
bible, why not in teaching the young 
and ignorant to read the bible? This 
was found practicable, and sunday 
school unions arose to bless the fa- 
mily of man, and give new energy to 
that sacred charity from which they 
sprung. 

But why should the salutary influ- 
ence of the great discovery stop here? 
Surely if every exertion of evangeli- 
cal charity only adds fresh vigour to 
itself, we cannot limit its field of ope- 
ration but by the necessities of men. 
It must go on conquering and to con- 
quer, as long as there is a wo ora 
want of human nature unrelieved ; 
and when every heart has been v- 














1827. 


Faith in a Child. 


117 








sited and gladdened by its victorious | 
wer, it will only burn the more 
brightly throughout the countless 
ages of eternity. Still such is the 
darkness, and such the imperfection 
even of the best, that it appeared al- 
most impossible to find any other 
common point about which they 
could rally for the help of the Lord. 
The object, however, was precious, 
and could not be given up. Many 
delighted to reflect upon the fact, 
that there might be agreement in 
every thing vital, under innumerable 
minor and circumstancial differences. 
But if this be so, and if the truths 
held by all were few and simple and 
plain, the question at last occurred— 
why could not these be gathered out 
from the mass of discressences? Ac- 
complish this, and it is evident you 
present a conspicuous and palpable 
foundation, on which spiritual agen- 
cies might be erected, and from 
which evangelical blessings might be 
extended, multitudinous and im- 
mense. It was effected :—another 
bright spot was visible in the chris- 
tian horizon, and good men were 
seen flocking from all sides to rear 
another temple sacred to divine cha- 
rity. A tract society arose ;—not a 
scanty stream, tinctured and restrict- 
ed by sectarian peculiarities, but a 
broad, clear, and ample river of the 
waters of life. And never can the 
writer forget the thrilling emotions 
of joy and gratitude with which he 
perused, whilst gliding up the Rari- 
tan, the American Tract Society’s 
** Address to the Public.” It was put 
into his hand by a beloved friend, and 
a member of its publishing commit- 
tee. I was almost tempted to envy 
them the sacred delight which these 
d men must experience, who con- 
uct such a work of christian philan- 
thropy. And oftentimes, perhaps in 
sickness and sorrow, or when op- 
—— with labours and difficulties, 
a scrap of intelligence from this 
great institution and its kindred asso- 
ciations, the American Bible Society, 
and Sunday School Union, thrown a 
gladdening and encouraging light 
across the lonely path of the christian 
labourer afar off,—a blessed influ- 
ence, which the directors of these so- 








cieties may have scarce thought of 


in their estimate of the good to be 
achieved by their instrumentality. 
Such then being the source, and 
such the character of these societies, 
how solemn and endearing the rela- 
tionship which they bear to each 
other; and how calm, and pure, and 
lofty, ought to be the sentiments of 
those upon whom devolves the awful 
responsibility, as well as the distin- 
guished honour of managing their 
concerns! Far from them be every 
ungenerous suspicion, every section- 
al jealousy, every grovelling interest ! 
With the love of Christ as their grand 
constraining motive, may they go on 
growing instrength and in magnitude, 
till not a hill or dale of this western 
world remain unblest by their benefi- 
cent exertions. 

Verily it is a privilege to live in 
this age, and to be permitted to Jook 
upon such institutions. There is a 
moral sublimity about them that fixes 
the whole soul in rapt attention ; and 
in their vast operations they exhibit 
such a bright presage of the millen- 
nial period, as kindles a glow of de- 
light in the bosom of every pious 
spectator, and stimulates him to in- 
creased exertion in his own little 
sphere of ‘‘ well-doing,” while it 
draws from him the hearty blessing 
upon them—* Peace be within your 
walls, and prosperity within your pa- 
laces.”"—Phil. Rec. 





FAITH IN A CHILD, 


A girl of thirteen years old died a 
few weeks since in our neighbour- 
hood, experiencing the most happ 
temper of mind—beautifully illustrat- 
ing these words of the psalmist: “Out 
of the mouth of bases thou hast or- 
dained strength ;” and to the many 
who are disposed to gainsay such ex- 
cellent displays of divine grace, we 
would answer in the same words of 
the Redeemer himself, “ Yea, have ye 
never read, out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings thou hast perfected 

raise.” 

A few weeks before her sickness, 
of her own accord, she called ona 
pious young woman, asked her to 
teach her more about the Bible, “for 
{ am much troubled,” said the child, 
‘*about my soul.” ‘This pious friend 
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explained with simplicity the way of 
salvation, and directed her to the Sa- 
viour of sinners, telling her to go 
home and read the Bible. This she 
diligently did, and was shortly so ill, 
as to leave no hope of her recovery. 
But she grew in grace and in know- 
ledge daily, and died with the most 
joyful hopes, and an admirable 
strength of faith, saying, ‘‘she want- 
ed to go, that she might be with her 
Saviour.” Her love seemed bound- 
less; and it was usual with her to say, 
“I love every body that loves my Sa- 
vieur; | love them so much, I want to 
put my arms round their neck; and I 
want every body to love my Saviour, 
that they may be glad as I am.” She 
sent for two aged persons, who had 
led profane lives, and exhorted them 
with great firmness and tenderness, 
as also several of her little compa- 
nions. Shortly before her departure, 
she said to a pious friend, who often 
visited her, “ When I am dead, tell 
the children to think about religion ; 
speak to them from these words: 
* Those that seek me early shall find 
me.’’’ A few hours before her death, 
she joined, as she had often before, 
in singing the following favourite 
verse in the 17th psalm: 
* This workl’s adream—an empty show; 
But the bright world to which I gu 


Hath joys substantial and sineere— 
When shall 1 wake and find me there ?” 


Sach was the pious love, the hea- 
venly desires of a child, young in 
years, but not in wisdom, verifying 
the prophetic truth of Isaiah—‘* The 
child shall die a hundred years old, but 
the sinner a hundred years old shall 


be accursed?’ At beholding ‘so 


bright an example of the power of 


faith, what heart can fail to say, “Let 
me die the death of the righteous,” 
M. Y. Christian Advocate. 


JUVENILE ASSOCIATIONS, 


Mr. Editer,—Various plans have 
been devised and put into successful 
operation for replenishing the trea- 
sury of the Lord. But I am surprised 
that so little has been attempted by 
means of Juvenile Associations, 

The lamented Parsons, previous to 
his engaging in the service of the 
American Board, devoted between 








three and four months successful Ja- 
bour to forming juvenile societies, in 
the State of Vermont. I know not, 
that any other systematic efforts have 
been made to promote this object. 

That such associations might be 
made powerful instruments in ad- 
vancing the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
admits no doubt. Other means might, 
perhaps, be devised, by which as 
much money might be immediately 
raised. But it may be reasonably 
doubted, whether there is any other 
way in which the same amount could 
be raised, and which at the same 
time, would so little interfere with 
the operations of benevolent societies 
already formed. Were all or even 
half the youth, in our country, from 
six to sixteen years of age, formed 
into associations, each paying on an 
average twelve and a half cents a 
year, the amount raised, by this 
means, would equal no inconsidera- 
ble part of the income of all the other 
benevolent societies in the U, States. 
With few exceptions, our youth of 
this age, are rarely, if ever, invited to 
give their mites to the treasury of the 
Lord. Were this subject brought be- 
fore them in a suitable manner, it is 
believed, they would be generally 
pleased to unite in such associations. 
And it is further believed that, in- 
stead of this being a source of expens: 
to their parents and masters, they 
might be induced, cheerfully, to save 
the amount of their subscription from 
what they now expend in childish 

atifications. 

But still the advantages of these 
associations are not to be estimated 
by the amount, merely, which they 
would actually raise. To form a cor- 
rect estimate of their importance to 
the church, we must look principally 
to their effects upon the members of 
the associations themselves. The 
contemplation of the objects of be- 
nevolence to which their attention 
would be directed, could not fail to 
impress their minds with a more live- 
ly sense of the value of their own pri- 
vileges; to excite their compassion 
for the ignorance and suffering of 
others; and, eventually, to make 
them, in every respect, better mem- 
bers of society, and more zealous pa- 
trons of every benevolent enterprize 
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is not this, then, an object of suffi- | overlooked in the extensive magmi- 


cient importance to justify the ap- 
pointment of agents to be employed 
in organizing such associations? 
Should this measure be thought inex- 
pedient, could not the pastors of our 
churches, and the superintendents 
and instructers of our sabbath schools, 
do something to forward this object ? 
And will not the pious youth, in our 
colleges and theological seminaries 
promptly lend their aid to promote 
this enterprize ?— Conn, Obs. 





EXAMPLE FOR EDITORS. 


Agreeably to an arrangement, en- 
tered into with the Pittsburgh Sab- 
bath School Union, about one column 
of our paper will hereafter be week- 
ly occupied with matter, original, and 
selected, relative to sabbath schools. 
This, it is confidently believed, will 
be acceptable to christians in general, 
and, by the diffusion of information, 
excite a deeper interest in favour of 
these benevolent institutions. 

We invite all sabbath school super- 
intendents and teachers to our co- 
lumn of sabbath school intelligence, 
which we expect to present weekly 
to our readers, 

We are promised the aid of a com- 
mittee of highly respectable gentle- 
men, whose official situation in the 
sabbath schools will enable them to 


_ tude of the continent. 
| has not overlooked them; they are 


present weekly a mass of interesting | 


facts. 


schools will have our sabbath school 
intelligence and communications read 
weekly in their schools, and circu- 
lated among the teachers and scho- 
lars as extensively as possible. This 
is the age when “many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge be increas- 
ed,”—and we, in common with ev- 
ery sincere friend of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, are anxious to throw our 
mite on the side of * the glorious and 
everlasting gospel,” and to “come to 
the help of the Lord against the 
mighty.”—Pittsburgh Recorder. 





ISLAND SCHOOLS. 


When we cast an eye on the map 
of the world, the islands are almost 


We hope the superintendents of © 








But the Lord 


embraced in his gracious promises; 
and the readiness with which they 
are receiving his law, seems as the 


| dawning of their future glory. The 


effects which the instructions of the 
scriptures have had on the inhabi- 


| tants of the Pacific Isles, are truly as- 


tonishing, and not to be credited, if 
they were not avouched by unques- 
tionable testimony. Was it ever 
known that a whole nation abandon- 
ed their gods at once, until the fact 
was exhibited by some of these is- 
landers. The spirit which has been 
shown in this respect by the Sand- 
wich Isles, is also pervading the Har- 
vey and other islands of the Pacific. 
Though the great mass of these is- 
lands is small compared with the con- 
tinents, still if we look attentively at 
those in the Pacific, omitting those in 
the Atlantic and Mediterranean, we 
must perceive the aggregate of po- 
pulation to be large; and with the ad- 
dition of those in these seas; we can 
enumerate a vast multitude of souls. 
Are all these islands to be furnished 
with missionaries, to put them in a 
waiting posture for God’s law? Cer- 
tainly not. How are they to be 
brought into this state of expectancy 
and when? To answer these ques- 
tions is beyond mortal prescienee ; 
but if the moral revolutions which 
have taken place in some of these is- 
lands, should be as suddenly affected 
in many others, it would not be sur- 
prising if the prediction “that the 
isles of the sea shall wait for thy law,” 
were accomplished within the pre- 
sent century. In a letter published 
in the Missionary Herald, from Ho- 
noruru, of the 28th of April, it is 
stated that ‘‘on the 19th of the same 
month, being the 6th anniversary of 
the arrival of the first missionary band 
at the Sandwich Islands, an examina- 
tion took place of the schools of Ho- 
noruru and vicinity, “which occupied 
nearly three days, and none the 
visitants or spectators were weary or 
dissatisfied, though conducted in the 
open air: 2409 scholars were examin- 
ed under the direction of 66 native 
teachers. Some schools came the 


| distance of 12 and 14 miles. Mr, Bing- 
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ham has completed the translation 
of Matthew’s Gospel, and it will soon 
be presented to the nation. Will 
infidels read these things, and ask 
what benefit are missions to the hea- 
then? Such absurd interrogations 
in the face of such facts, merit per- 
fect contempt. And these are but 
a small amount of glorious results in 
the great range of missionary enter- 
prise.—B. Register. 


SABBATH SCHOOL DISCOURSE. 
We had the pleasure of hearing the 
discourse which is spoken of in the 
following paragraph; and we sincere- 
ly regret that the sudden departure 
of Mr. C. for his native country, has 
deprived us of an opportunity of fa- 
vouring our readers with a few ex- 
tracts from it. It was indeed a joy- 
ful spectacle to behold so large an 
assembly listening in rapt attention to 
such a brilliant exhibition of the ad- 
vantages of sunday schools, from one 
who is himself a living witness of 
their excellence. 


Agreeably to a notice published in 
our last, the annual sermon for the 
teachers of the sabbath schools in 
this city and liberties, was deliver- 
ed by the Rev. G. G, Cookman, in 
Dr. Janeway’s church. We have sel- 
dom witnessed a more crowded or at- 
tentive congregation; and the gene- 
ral sentiment, as far as we can learn 
it, accords with our own, that the 
discourse fully met the expectation 
of all who attended. The text, “ Thou 
art a teacher sent from God,” was 
very appropriate. The character, 
the example, and the spirit of the 
great teacher, were interestingly 
placed before the audience. The 
qualifications of teachers, their duty, 
and the advantages resulting from 
their labours, first to themselves, and 
next to their youthful charge, with 
the effects which such labours must 
have upon the present, and still more 
upon future generations, were such 
as must make a lasting impression on 
the minds of those present who are 
engaged in that divine employment. 








—— 


It is a fact, that many of the foes 
of — are now beginning to show 
their friendliness to sabbath schools. 
The effects produced by them are 
too obvious not to be seen and ap. 
preciated. They say, that the licen. 
tiousness and rudeness of boys on our 
streets on the sabbath, though not 
wholly subdued, are curbed by these 
excellent institutions; that they re- 
strain vicious habits; moralise the 
youth; and consequently oppose 
crime by conscience, and impiety by 
precept and admonition. These are 
truths of which it is impossible to re- 
sist the evidence. It is a concession 
which candour could not withhold, 
for though there is a kind of demon- 
strative evidence which hardened in- 
fidelity will not admit, because it 
closes every avenue of its approach, 
yet that kind of evidence which 


shows itself in the transformation of 


vice into virtue, and passion and pro- 
fligacy into kindness, benevolence, 
love and mercy, it is impossible to re- 
sist.— Phila, Rel. Messenger. 


LETTERS TO SCHOLARS AND FELLOW- 
TEACHERS, 


There is a subject which, from cir- 
cumstances that have come under my 
observation, I consider to be of high 
importance, to which I do not re- 
member having seen any allusion 
made in your magazine: I shall take 
the liberty of recommending it to the 
notice of my fellow-labourers. It is 
the expediency and advantage of oc- 
casionally communicating religious 
instruction to the young in an episto- 
lary form when favourable opportu- 
nities occur, and of frequently com- 
municating with each other in a si- 
milar manner; and I shall endeavour 
to point out the advantages which I 
humbly think will result from such 
efforts. 


With regard to the Young.—It must, 
I think, be admitted by every one 
that it is highly expedient to impart 
our instructions to our charge in the 
most pleasing and interesting form. 
They are to have ‘line upon line, 
and precept upon precept, here a lit- 


| tle and there a little.”” An attentive 


observer will easily perceive that the 
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young soon get weary of the same 
system, if instruction is continued 
from sabbath to sabbath without any | 
variation; whilst on the other hand, 
their interest and attention are fre- 


quently considerably excited by 
change and novelty. It will, there- 
fore, at once be seen that the mere 
circumstance of putting into their 
hands a letter for perusal would be 
so unusual and unexpected, that it 
would necessarily excite in their 
minds no ordinary degree of surprise; 
and there can be as little doubt that 
it would ensure an equal degree of 
attention, and where this is seriously 
engaged a most important object has 
been attained. 

The occasions upon which such 
communications would most suitably 
be made are those, I imagine, when 
a scholar is about to leave the school; 
to become a teacher; or to be re- 
moved to a superior class. 

In all these cases it might not be 
improper or inexpedient to accom- 
pany the letter with a suitable book, 
at the same time urging a diligent 
and attentive perusal of it. But I 
would not confine the practice to 
these descriptions of youth, I would 
recommend that such communica- 
tions be given to others in our classes 
who are able to read and understand 
them, and likely to appreciate them; 
and, indeed, I should not feel much 
hesitation in thus addressing the most 
refractory, who, if every other effort 
had failed, might probably be sensi- 
bly wrought upon by this additional 
mark of their teacher’s anxiety and 
affection. 

Another advantage likely to result 
from such communications is the ten- 
dency which, I think, they would 
have to recommend sunday schools 
to the favourable notice and regard 
of the parents of children, and other 
individuals. Any thing which is cal- 
culated to do this must be highly im- 
portant. It may reasonably be sup- 
posed that parents would be much 
pleased with such a mark of the 
teacher’s attention and regard to 
their children, They would natural- 
ly peruse it themselves, which is very 
unlikely to be the case if a book 
merely were given. Such letters 
would doubtless be exhibited to the 
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relations and friends of children, and 
we cannot, therefore, calculate the 
benefit which might be produced, 


With regard to the Teachers them- 
selves.—1 think great advantage may 
accrue from experienced teachers 
and others, who are capable of writ- 
ing with effect, conveying to their 
younger or less experienced brethren 
communications in an epistolary form. 

The common principles of grati- 
tude would constrain the young and 
inexperienced to regard such com- 
munications as instances of kindness 
and condescension on the part of his 
seniors, and he would endeavour to 
reciprocate them by attachment to 
their persons, and following out their 
friendly suggestions. In such com- 
munications encouragement might be 
held out to them to communicate 
their own sentiments, and to apply 
for information, and thus a talent of 
the very highest importance would 
be called into exercise, and, unques- 
tionably, to the great advantage of 
those who exercise it. 

Although, with respect to teachers 
in the same school, it might proba- 
bly be expedient to confine such cor- 
respondence to the elder scholars and 
junior teachers, yet I think great ad- 
vantage might result from teachers 
in different schools, who are ac- 
quainted with each other, corres- 
ponding together in the way propos- 
ed. In like manner teachers who are 
at a distance from each other might 
communicate and receive much valu- 
able information. Many things that 
are useless or improper might thus 
be corrected, and our friendship 
would be more strongly cemented. 
Should any of your numerous readers 
think the subject worthy their atten- 
tion, it would afford the writer consi- 
derable gratification to see their 
views upon it.— Teacher’s Mag. Lond, 





SCOTLAND, 

The following interesting Extracts are from the 
Tenth Annual Report of the Sabbath School 
Union for Scot ° 

ARBROATH, 


The greatest part of our senior 


' echolars have made considerable at- 
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tainment in religious knowledge; || ted to memory, and there have been 
there is scarcely any question we can || instances of apparent spiritual benc- 


raise from their tasks by way of ex- | 


ercise, but what they will satisfactori- 


ly and readily answer,—these attend | 
regularly on every gospel ordinance, }| > 
and every religious institution to || the teachers be spiritual persons of 
which they can have access, has their | 
| scholars be expected to become tru- 
'| ly religious except their teachers ma- 


| nifest the prevailing love of the truth, 


countenance and support. 


ADULT PUPIL. 
There is a circumstance connected 


with our school, which we believe to |! 1 
_ cessfully communicate the knowledge 
| of earthly things; but it is on many 


be singular in the history of your so- 
ciety. About two years ago, a man 
of mature years came to the school 
and applied for admission; upon exa- 
mination he proved to be the head of 
a family, and had recently left the 
country to reside in this town,—he 
stated that a desire for religious 
knowledge was his only motive in 


taking this step, as he was very ig- | 


norant. He was accordingly received 


as a scholar, and forthe space of two | 


years he has continued as steady in 
attendance and as humble in deport- 
ment as the youngest in the school. 
He left us at the term of Martinmas 
last, (his occupation calling him to a 
neighbouring town,) and assured us 
at parting, that he would seek the 
same means of instruction where 
he was going; an incident this, which 


sabbath evening schools. 


BANFF. 


Banff was late in giving general at- 
tention to the religious instruction of 


the young on the Lord’s day, but for | 


some time past a reasonable propor- 


tion of the children have had the be- | 


nefit of instruction. We have not 


a library for each school, but all that | 
choose have access to our library of | 
303 volumes, at the rate of sixpence © 


per year, and the books are exchang- 


ed on the first Monday in every | 


month. A considerable number of 


the scholars are regular readers, and | 
their parents and other members of | 
the families where they reside, have | 


the benefit of the institution. 

We still think it a-duty to speak of 
the effects of our schools with much 
caution. It may, however, be affirm- 
ed, that the Lord’s day is less pro- 
faned, much sacred truth is commit- 

















fit. 
PIETY IN TEACHERS. 


It seems of much importance that 


consistent conduct: for how can the 


by their obedience to the laws of 
Christ? Men of the world may suc- 


accounts necessary that those who 


undertake to teach the gospel, live 


under the influence of the gospel. 


_ Those who savour of the things of 
_ God, may be expected to speak of 
_ them and recommend them in a seri- 


ous’ affectionate way, calculated at 
once to engage the attention of the 
young and impress their hearts. Per- 
sonal piety is requisite to fit teachers 
for praying’ in an edifying manner, 
both with and for those who are co!- 


_ lected to receive instruction. 


INTERESTING CASE. 


We mentioned in our report of las¢ 


_ year, the interesting case of one of 
_ our female scholars, perhaps it may 
_ not be amiss to state on the present 
speaks powerfully for the utility of | 


occasion, the hopeful death of anoth- 
er scholar, a young man, who, when 


| » boy, attended one of our schools for 


several years, and made great ad- 
vancement in knowledge, and be- 
haved well, but engaged as servant 
to a careless farmer at a distance from 
any school, &c. and being surrounded 
by wicked companions, he soon learn- 
ed their ways, Possessing considera- 
ble talents, he soon took the lead in 
almost every thing vain and wicked; 
and before he reached the age of 
twenty, was literally worn out in the 
service of sin, was become the prey 
of fell disease; a slow decline wasted 
his strength. We hope the Lord 
overruled the rod for leading him to 
see and feel the evil of sin; that the 
way of transgressors is hard—‘‘ the 
wages of sin, death;” but that ‘the 
gift of God is eternal life.” He re- 
probated his folly and criminality, ap- 
parently with the deepest contrition 
and humility,—saw the language ct 
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David was to him more than applica- 
ble, “1 am as a beast before God, my 
iniquities testify against me : it is of 
the Lord’s mercy that I have not 
long ere now been cut off,” to eter- 
nally reap the just demerit of my 
highly aggravated transgressions. To 
me much hath been given; but, oh! 
my wicked ungrateful heart forgot 
and perverted all the goodness and 
long-suffering of God. How often, 
amidst my career of wickedness, 
would the thoughts of God trouble 
me; passages of his holy word often 
came into my mind, although I used 
every effort to keep them out. Much 
also of what I learned and heard at 
the sabbath school, would often con- 
demn my madness, and sometimes 
kept me from going all the length | 
otherwise would have gone. O how 
much precious truth have I forgot! 
how much precious time have I mur- 


dered! how much have I dishonoured | 


God, and how baneful the sentiments 
and example I have given to the 
thoughtless youths with whom I asso- 
ciated! And will the Lord pardon 
such a guilty condemned wretch? 
Were it not that the Holy Bible tells 
me that Jesus died to save the lost— 
that his blood cleanseth from all sin— 
that whoseever cometh he will in no 
wise cast out—that the stout-hearted 
and far from righteousness are in- 
vited; I should fold my arms in hope- 
iess despair. I deserve nothing at 
the hand of God, but the punishment 
of my sins. He is just, and I hope I 
may add merciful in my affliction, 
which I fear will soon end in dissolu- 
tion. But such texts as Heb. vil. 25, 
I often think on, what is the uttermost 
of what a God can save from and re- 
quire. No heart is so hard, but what 
the grace of God canchanye.” These, 
and much that is similar, he would 
express to his teachers, who several 
times visited him, and hope he died 
a real penitent.— Buchan. 


BLESSED FRUITS, 


Another teacher states, that four of 
his scholars have been cut off since 
October, 1824. 

He says, ‘*I often visited J. W. a 
girl about 17. Her views of the gos- 
pel were for some time very obscure; 
)ut they became much clearer, and 
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her widowed mother and her neigh- 
bours were greatly struck with what 
she said before her death.” 

“J. R. a boy of nine years of age, 
was taken ill on Monday morning. 
He seemed much impressed by what 
he had heard in school the preceding 
evening. He spoke with great de- 
light of the invitation to the young, 
‘Come, ye children, hearken unto 
me.’—Psalm xxxiv. 11. He lived 
about ten days, and I think, gave 
evidence of his union with Christ.” 

‘““W. a young man, attended the 
same school for a long time. He was 
a lad given to prayer. He and his 
brother were overset in a squall, off 
North Berwick. They both got on 
the boat’s bottom, and remained in 
that situation about an hour, occa- 
sionally losing their hold. ‘The bro- 
ther who was saved told your teach- 
er, that during this time W. was 
calling on Jesus, and casting himself 
on his mercy as a guilty sinner. At 
last a wave washed them both off the 
boat, and W. was seen no more.” 

“A. F. aged 13, was in another of 
your schools five years. She was ge- 
nerally attentive, and occasionally af- 
fected by what she heard. Being 
taken ill, she sent for her teacher, 
who afterwards frequently visited 
her. On the sabbath before she died, 
he found her so weak that he did not 
intend to speak to her. On perceiv- 
ing him, however, she desired her 
mother to turn her in bed. I have 
been happy, said she, through the 
day, in thinking of the sufferings of 
Christ, and his love in dying for poor 
sinners. Being asked, if she knew 
what day it was? O yes, said she, it 
is the sabbath day; and I used to be 
so glad to go to school, and was al- 
ways sorry when any thing prevented 
me. Well, my dear, said the teach- 
er, Lam going to the school to night, 
what would you have me say to the 
children? Tell them, she replied, to 
seek the Lord while he may be found, 
to call upon him while he is near— 
tell them not to put it off to a death- 
bed, begin now, for those who seek 
him early shall find him—tell them I 
sought him, and have found him, and 
he is precious to my soul; he has re- 
moved from me the fear of death, and 
{ can die with comfort. Being much 
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exhansted, he desired her not to 
speak, as it would hurt her. No, said 
she, you first told me of the Saviour 
—it was in the school I first heard of 
Jesus Christ; I love you for telling 
me and other poor sinners the way of 
salvation. and I shall be one of those 
who will be your crown of rejoicing 
in the day of the Lord, She did not 
speak much after this, but continued 
to linger till Friday, when she enter- 
ed into the joy of her Lord.”—Jé. 


INTERESTING ACCOUNT, 


The following interesting account 
is inserted, not only because it comes 
from one of your teachers, but be- 
cause he visited the subject of the 
narrative at the request of one of 
your scholars, 


“About the end of August last, on 
calling over the names of the child- 
ren, the teacher found that a little 
girl was absent, who lived about half 
a mile from the school house. When 
the school was dismissed, he went to 
a for her, and found her rather 
indisposed, but much grieved that 
she had been detained at home. Her 
mother, who was a widow, said, Jane 
was to her like a right arm, and had 
got much benefit by going to the 
sabbath school. She said, she would 
never cease with gratitude to remem- 
ber the great good the school had 
done to all her children. It had as- 
sisted her in bringing them up in the 
fear of the Lord. On the teacher’s 
rising to depart, Jane said, will you 
have time, sir, to go and see poor 
Mrs. M » for 1 do not think she 
will live long. He immediately con- 
sented, and was conducted to a neat 
cottage, into which he was welcomed 
by the husband of the object of his 
visit. He found a young woman con- 
fined to bed; one of her children sat 
on its grandmother’s knee, and the 
other, an infant of three months old, 
by in acradle. She had caught cold 
after her confinement, and was great- 
ly reduced. She said, she would 
have sent for the teacher before, but 
was afraid he would be angry at her 
for her ignorance. She knew she 
was dying, and said, that she had 
slept little for weeks past, not from 
pain, but from distress of mind in the 


_ prospect of death. 











Being asked if 
she knew the way of salvation through 
Christ, she said she knew she was a 
sinner, and that God was her maker, 
but no more. While in health she 
had neglected going to church on ac- 
count of the distance, which now 
gave her great uneasiness. In this, 
alas! she was not singular; for al- 
though the village contains about fif- 


_ ty families, there are not more than 
_ twelve individuals who go regularly 
_ to church, so that in this respect, she 
| Was no worse than her neighbours. 


“The teacher spoke to her of man’s 


fallen state, and of our being all by 
| nature children of wrath, under the 
| curse of the broken law. 
_ ed her to Christ as the only Saviour, 


He direct- 


who having made atonement for sin 
by his own blood, is able to save to 
the uttermost all who come unto God 
by him. The poor woman listened 
with eagerness, He read the 14th 
chapter of John, and spoke of the 
gracious declaration which it contain- 
ed. When he had prayed, she beg- 
ged him to return soon. Next sab- 
bath he found her weaker: ‘ Oh" said 
she, ‘I have been wearying to see 
you, I have had comfort ever since 
you were here, and such peace an| 
rest as I never felt before.’ Being 
asked whence this peace proceeded’ 
she said, ‘from the thought that 
Christ died for me.” The 15th chap- 
ter of John was then read to her. 
The teacher saw her several times af- 
terwards, and from every visit he de- 
rived increased satisfaction. She told 
him she found great pleasure in read- 
ing the word of God. The last time 
he saw her, after he had read the 23d 
Psalm, she said, ‘I can now say, good- 
ness and mercy have followed me all 
the days of my life, and I shall dwell 
in the house of the Lord for ever.’ 
Two days afterwards she expired in 
the act of imploring the blessing of 
God on her husband and children.” 
Edinburgh. 


HOPEFUL CASE, 


“The kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation,” and the influence 
of the truth is commonly gradual, and 
often undiscernible by the eye of an 
ordinary spectator. The society will 
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not, therefore, expect to hear of any 
extraordinary effects produced by the 
labours of your teachers. The com- 
mittee, however, cannot omit noticing 
the case of a young woman, reported 
by one of the teachers, whose spirit- 
ual comfort, there is reason to believe, 
was materially promoted by the en- 
deavours of the teachers who super- 
intended the school she attended. 
The report states, ‘* That at the time 
she began to attend the school she 
was in a declining state of health, and, 
as the event showed, fast hastening 
to ‘the house appointed for all liv- 
ing.” Her disorder increased so ra- 
pidly, that she was soon confined to 
. the house. Having learned that she 
i was very desirous to have some per- 
oe son to read to her the word of God, 
and to converse with her about divine 
things; and being requested to visit 
her, we readily complied, and conti- 
nued our visits till her death, which 
happened a few weeks afterwards. 
At all our visits we found her calm 
and resigned, and amidst all her 
weakness no expression of impa- 
tience or repining escaped from her 
lips. She spoke with great diffidence 
about her spiritual state. To a ques- 
tion put to her, if she would rather 
wish to live than die, she replied, with 
a great deal of simplicity and mild 
: composure, that she would rather de- 
i part, if God would take her to him- 
5, self. In the course of our conversa- 
tion with her, we learned that the 
scriptures had been much the subject 
of her meditation, previous to her go- 
ing to service, and since her return 
to her mother’s house. She seemed 
quite alive to her condition as a dy- 
ing creature. The remarks upon the 
state of her mind at this period, were 
simple and satisfactory. She acknow- 
ledged herself to be a great sinner, 
and, to use her own words, ‘every 
thing she did was full of sin” We 
trust that, ‘having washed her robes, 
and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb,’ she is now beyond the de- 
filement of sin, which she appeared 
to feel and lament.” 


NEW EXPEDIENTS, 


The committee observe with plea- 
sure, that in one of your schools the 
practice has been adopted of placing 











the younger children under the wi- 
tion of those who are more advanced, 
during the week; and the teachers 
find the practice attended with mu- 
tual advantage. In that school, the 
teachers do not confine the mode of 
instruction by question and answer to 
the exercises that are strictly cate- 
chetical, but extend it to the other 
exercises in which the scholars en- 
gage; and they find the practice at- 
tended with considerable advantage. 
The exercise, they observe, assumes 
the appearance of an agreeable and 
instructive conversation between the 
teachers and scholars; the attention 
of the children is kept alive, and their 
mental powers, the teachers hope, 
pleasingly and profitably employed. 
Edinburgh Village. 


DEVOTIONAL COMPOSITIONS, 


Having seen in your last report 
some hints on the advantages which 
might result from the scholars com- 
posing prayers from scripture, we 
adopted the plan with some of our 
girls, who have been long proving 
doctrines. The following are speci- 
mens: * O thou infinitely wise and ail 
gracious God, before whom the an- 
gels and archangels veil their faces be- 
cause of the brightness of thy glory. 
We poor and unworthy sinners, rely- 
ing wholly on the merits of our Re- 
deemer, would approach the foot- 
stool of thy throne, humbly beseech- 
ing that we may find favour in thy 
sight: we know, O Lord, that the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee, and yet thou condescendest to 
dwell in the hearts of poor and con- 
trite sinners. We pray, O God, that 
thou wouldest enable us and others 
to glorify thee in all, whereby thou 
makest thyself known, and that thou 
wouldest dispose all things to thine 
own glory. O may satan’s kingdom 
be destroyed; may thy kingdom of 
grace be advanced; ourselves and oth- 
ers brought into it, and kept in it, O 
purify us in the blood of our dear Re- 
deemer. Sanctify us wholly to thy- 
self; keep us blameless; may we be 
of that blessed number to whom sin 
shall not be imputed; number us 
among thy peculiar people,” &c, 


Kelso and Maxwellhaugh. 

































126 


a i cat te ea 


Moneys Received. 


April, 








Mowers received by the American 
Sunday School Union, from the 
20th of January, to the 20th of 
March, 1827. 


Amount of donations acknowledged in 
the last number exclusive of 475 dol- 
lars received by the General Agent, 
(whose report is now given in detail,) 
was 392 dollars, which should have 


been - - $361 00 


1. The following was received from Janu- 
ary Ist to March 10th, 1827, viz. 


Woodstock, Vt. 

Charles Marsh, V. P. 
Providence, R. I. 

Nicholas Brown, V. P. 
Washington City, 

A friend to constitute the 
Rev. E. Thresher a 
life member, 

John Quincy Adams, 

Charles Fenton Mercer, 

Jacob Brown, 

Bushrod Washington, 

G. Duval, 

John M‘Lean, 

Richard Smith, 

Mrs. Anna Billings, 

C. S. Fowler, 

Wm. Hewitt, 

Josh. Anderson, 

Joseph Lovell, 

Henry Clay, 

Collection at Navy Yard, 

Cash, 

C. R.S. 

C. W. Boteller, 

John Waters, 

John H. Baker, 

G. C. Grammer, 

Cash, 

Georgetown, 

Francis 8. Key, 

Miss E. Dick, 

Mrs. Clark 

Alexandria, 

Donations from auxiliary 

unions, 

Rev. 8. Cornelius (by la- 

dies, &c.) 

Collection, 

Fredericksburg, 

John Metcalf, 

John P. Little, 

Collection, 

Cash, 

Wm. Kellogg, (annual, ) 

Hugh Mercer, 

Wm. A. Knox, 

James Williams, annual, 


$10 00 
100 00 
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Miss Lomax, 

Cash, 

Thomas Hanson, 

Mrs. M. Smith Madison, 


1 50 
1 76 
1 00 
2 00 


Geo. L. Sampson, Man- 


chester, 


Richmond, 
S. & M. Allen, & Co. 
Collection in Baptist Ch. 
T. Y. Glenn, 
Rev. Mr. Turner, 
Cash, 
Rey. Mr. Armstrong, 
Mrs. Mills, 
Edwin Porter, 


Petersburg, 
James Dunlop, 
Cash, 
W. H. Bowers, 
Collection, 


Norfolk, 
D. G, Fiske, 
John M‘Phail, 
Robert Soutter, 
Angus Martin, 
Wm. Maxwell, 
E. P. Goodridge, 
Mrs, Sarah Ingraham, 
A Friend to S. Schools, 
Andrew How, 
Wm. Carline, 
H. Hendren, 
Cash, 
James Hynd, 
J. Hendren, 
Cash, 
J. Decormis, 
F. Wilkinson, 
Peter Lugg, 
Cash, 
W. Ross, 
R. Drummond, 
Sarah Harris, 
Sarah Coleman, 
Mrs. Fanquin, 
Portsmouth, 
Collection, 


Total collected by the 
General Agent, 


2 00 


10 90 

8 60 
00 
50 
25 
50 
00 
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2 00 
1 00 
2 00 
2 00 


WWM ANAnaana a 


pt 0D = ee 29 00 


18 44 


$607 56 


Il. MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFF, 
By the payment of thirty dollars. 


Rev. James G. Hamner, by ladies 
of the Presb. congregation of 


Fayetteville, N. C. per Hon, 


Potter, 


H. 
450 
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il]. OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 
By the payment of thirty dollars. 


William A. Hallock, Correspond- 
ing Secretary American Tract 
Society, New York, 30 
His Ex. Edward Coles, of Illinois, 30 


1V. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS. 


By the payment of three dollars, 


William Alexander, 3d year, $3 
Vhomas P. Smith, Paris, Ken- 7 
tucky, 3d year, 3 


V. DONATIONS, 


District of Columbia Sunday 
School Union, per Jno. Ken- 
nedy, Treasurer, $30 

Presbyterian Sunday School So- 
ciety of Fayetteville, N. C. per 
Hon. H. Potter, President, 20 

Connecticut Sunday School Uni- 
on, per A. Townsend, Jr. Trea- 
surer, 10 


VI. MISSIONARY FUND. 


To constitute the following societies aux- 
tlary. 


Montgomery County, Va. $ 
Fayetteville, N.C. 

Savannah, Geo. 

Milton, Pa. 

Kentuck, Susquehanna Co. Pa. 
Zoar Methodist, Phila. 
Jamaica, L, I. 

Philadelphia City S, S. Union, 
Marietta, Ohio, 

Allensville and Roxbury, Pa: 
Chataque Co. N. Y. 


&>9 G9 ©2 9 02 09 09 G2 09 09 02 


[ DONATIONS. | 


N. Loveley, Charlotte, Vt. $3 00 
Connecticut S. S. Union, per 

A. Townsend, Jr. Treas. 20 00 
Philadelphia S. S. Concert of 


Prayer in Feb. 15 08 
Do. March, 5 72 

Boston S. S. Concert of 
Prayer in September, 6 82 
Do. December, 39 72 


VIL. FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 


Jind from individuals in payment for 
books. 


Alexandria, D. C. G6 27 








Bedford, Pa. per J. K. Miller, 8 59 
Baltimore, per G. H, M‘Dow- 

ell, 6 23 
Bridgeton, N. J. 29 09 
Boston, per Jno. Gulliver, 81 69 
Bordentown, N. J. per W. 


M‘Lenahan, 5 50 
Bustleton, Pa. 1 34 
Brandywine, Del. 1 29 
Chambersburg, Pa. per Ann 

L. Denny, 5 00 
Clear Spring, Md. per Jno. D. 

Ridenour, 6 00 
Cumberland N. J, Union, $35 
Chesnut Hill, Pa. 38 
Charleston, 's. C. per H, 

C. M‘Leod, 77 41 
Carlisle, P. Evan. Lut. 3 01 
Camden, N. J. 4 41 
Columbia, Lan. Co. Pa, per 

Jno. M‘Kissick, 10 75 
Cedarville, N. J. per N. O. 

Lawrence, 4 54 
Concord, per Mr. Yocom, 4 00 
Chestertown, Md. per Mrs. E, 

C. Wilkes, 4 50 
Cumberland. Md. per Miss S. 

Whitehead, 5 00 
Camden, S. C. per P. Thorn- 

ton, 48 
Danville, Ky. 1 60 
Fayetteville, N.C. Pres. S. S. 

per T. M‘Neal, N. S. 27 00 
Frankford, Pa. per Rev T. 

Biggs, 1 54 
Fredericksborough, Va. per 

W. Kellogg, 15 00 
Frankfort, Ky. per Mrs. M. 

Brown, 16 00 


Germantown, Pa. St. Luke’s, 3 31 
Georgetown, D. C. per A, 


Searle, 5 00 
Greencastle, Pa. per R. M‘Le- 

han, 8 0U 
Germantown, Pa. Ger. Ref. 2 22 
Holmesburg, Pa. 5 47 


Harrisburg, Pa. for Dauphin 
Co. Union, per G. H. Bu- 





cher, Treasurer, 40 00 
Hollidaysburgh, Pa.T. Society, 1 00 
S. S. 20 00 

Lancaster Co. Pa. Union, 9 36 
Lexington, Ky, Ist Baptist, 25 OU 





Meth. per’ S. 
Watson, 15 00 
pom en Ky. M‘Chord’s Ch: 31 79 
Laurel, D. per J. W. Cope, 15 86 
Montgomery Co. Va. per J, 
Gardiner, Treas 27 00 
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Milton, Pa. per Rev. Geo. Jen- 
kins, C. S. 

Milton, Pa. per H. P. Sander- 
son and T. and A. Vinton, 

Manyunk, Pa. 

Marion and Radnor, Pa. 

Mount Holly, N. J. Union, 

Marietta, Ohio, perJ. Cotton, 
Secretary, 

Marietta, Pa, per Rev. O. 
Douglass, 

Newtown, Pa. Tract Society, 

Norwich, Ct. per Lewis Ed- 
wards & Co. 

New Albany, Ind. for Indiana 
S. 8. Union, per E. Ayers, 
Sec. and Mr. Hills, 

Northumberland, Pa. 

New Haven, Ct. per Gen. H, 
Home, 

New Castle, Del. Female, 

Norfolk, Va. per D. G. Fiske 
and Rev. H. M. 

New York City, for S. No. 54, 
per J. H. Taylor, 

Oglethorpe Co. per Thos, A. 
Brewer, 

Philadelphia, 

St. Andrew’s Female, 

Sixth Presb, Church, 

Ger. Ref. Ch. Race St. 

Combined, N, L. 

Nazareth, 

Fifth Baptist Church, 

St. John’s Meth. 

Seventh Presb. Church, 

St. Paul’s Female, 

Fifth Presb. Church, 

Wesleyan, Kensington, 

Bethlehem, 

First Presb. Ch. Ken. 

Ebenezer, Southwark, 

Lutheran, 

Union Church, Meth. 

St. George’s, Meth. 

Zoar, Meth. 

Fourth Presb. 

Crown St. Church, 

United Epis. Church, 

St. Andrew’s, Male, Be- 
rean, per Mr. Bower, 

First Presb. Ch. Female, 

Northern S. S. 

First Baptist Ch. 

Southwark, 

St. Paul’s Male, 

H. Malcom, Gen. Agent 
for A. S. S. Mag. 

Baptist S. S. No. 2, 


12 00 
75 75 
19 12 
3 71 
6 81 
7 00 


35 21 
4 65 


75 00 
11 00 
2 00 


231 11 
5 00 


50 00 
2 60 
30 00 
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Dr. Wylie’s Church, 

Princeton, N. J. per Mr. Bry- 

son, 16 00 
Pittsburgh, Pa. per S. Thomp- 

son & Co. 12 73 
Portland, Me. per Rev. H. 

Wilbur, 10 
Paris, Ky. Thomas P. Smith, 19 7. 

—— Rev. Jno. M‘Farland, 4 25 

Petersburgh, Va. per A. S. 

Holderby and Rev. H. M. = 22 Si 
Richmond, Va. per Collins & 

Co. Agents, Mr. Smith and 

Mr. Malcom, 50 
Savannah, Geo. per L. Mason, 54 
Salem, N. C, per Rev. G. Sho- 

ber, and per Rev. P. Wolle, 
St. Louis, Mo. for Missouri 

and Illinois Union, per 

Rey. Jas. Keyte, 
Staunton, D. St. James, 
Salem Co. N. J. 
Selin’s Grove, Pa. per J. Bas- 

kin, 
Salem, Ms. M. and K. Society, 

per E. Porter, 
Snowhill, Md. per Mrs. Balch, 
Trenton, N. J. per J. Rice, 
Vergennes, Vt. per W. R. 

Bixby, Agent, 
Woodbury, N. J., T. S. for 

Am. §S. S. 
Woodbury, N. J. Tract Soc. 
Wilmington, D. per B. Daven- 

port, 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. for Phil. Bible 

Society, per W. C. Gilder- 

sleve, 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. Luzerne Co. 

Union, per same, 
Wilmington, D. Meth. per 

Miss Sappington, 
Wilmington, D. per R. Por- 

ter, 2 59 
Womelsdorff, Pa. per G. M. 

Eckert, Secretary, 50 
Wilmington, Del, for New 

Castle Co. Union, per 

Thomas M‘Corcle, 48 00 
Washinton D.C. perJ. Kennedy, 48 57 
York, Pa. 9 55 
4 59 


1 87 


—————. per Chas. A. Morris, 
(cP Sales to individuals and 
schools, not particularised 
by the purchasers, in the 
city and elsewhere, 633 89 
Total amount acknowledged 
in the above list, S4,017 75 





